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An ADVERTISE 
. teREAD 


Unhyaſs'd Reader, 


: Su CH I would have thee to be, but 
i whatever thou art, the following 
Diſcourſe being already Prefac'd by my 
Friend who began it, I ſhall not detain 
thee from it much longer, than whilſt I 
inform thee, (as the Reaſon of my ſet- 
ting my Name to it) that he having 
. written ſome Conſiderations on the Sub- 
ject therein treated of, which he defign- 
ed for the Preſs, brought them to me to 
| tranſcribe for that Purpoſe ; in the do- 
ing of which, ſome further Conſiderati- 
ons occaſionally ariſing in my own Mind, 

1 added them to the ſaid Discourss, 

which by that Means was conſiderably 
augmented. If the Joint Labours of us 
both may be of any Service to thee, in 
the Prevailing Intere F of Tgurx, 1 call 
upon thee to Rejoyce with us therein, 
and to give the Glory to THE GOD O 
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READER, 


T hath been a long Time in my Mind, 
and now at length I have found ＋ 
portunity, to vrite ſomething unto the 
People called Presbyterians and Indepen- 
dents, (amongſt whom I was Educated, 
not excluding any others of the ſame Tudg- - 
ment in this Point) concerning their Opi- 
nion, laid down by them in their Conte 
ſion of Faith, Chap. 3. Se&. 1, 2, 35 
: 4, 55 65 7. deſiring the Lord may open 
 - their Eyes, to ſee their Errors, wherein 
they hola, That God from all Eternity, 
| hath unconditionally Elected One Part 
of Mankind to be Saved, and with- 
held Mercy from the other Part of 
Mankind, having Ordained them to 
Diſhonour and Wratn. 
But if it were ſo, that God had Elected 
a certain Number to Salvation, without 
I any Regard to their Doings, whether 
Good 
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The PREFACE. 
God ar Eoilj is Terms of Klas . 
Rejectian, then there bad been no Need A 
for the Apaſtle Peter 10 exbort bis Bre- 2 ver. 1. 
thren, To give Diligence, to make their 
Calling and Election ſure; ſeeing nothing 
can be made ſurer, if therr Doctrine be 
True, than that already ih ieh is ſo 
Auſolutely ſecured, as they ſuppoſe, in 5 
the Eternal Decree of that Almighty © | 
King, againſt whom there 1s uo Ri ſing u, 
1% Ref or Oppaſe Him, wwith any Poſe 
ability of Succeſs, in any bing whatſo- 
ever, that he bai 5 Abſolutely aud Peremp- 
toraly Decreed to bring to paſs. But this 
 Exbortation of Peter, and all others of 
dent Demonſtrations that the Decree of God 
concerning Men's Salvation, ij not ſo Ab- 
ſolute, but that he requireth ſamething on 
their Part, to be performed, in order 
1 before they can come tobe rig ht- 
ly aſſured of that Euerlaſting Poſſeſſion. © 
diſſerent, yea, Contrary Spirits, but 
rive in Mankind jor Dommion : the One 
endeavouring to beget and bring forth the 
- [Children of Light, after the Image 
end Similitude of GO D, the other the 
N Children 
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The PREFACE _ 
Children of Darkneſs and Error, after the | 
Image and Likeneſs of Satan, the Prince 
of Darkneſs; and that to theſe Two 
contrary Ends, the One, viz. The Spirit 
of Truth, both by —_—_ and by His 
Children and Servants, hath from the Be- 
ginning, held forth the Truth : God, as 
the ether bath in like Manner held forth 
Error and Falſhood ; and ſeeing that to 
Whom ye yield your ſelves Servants to 
Obey, His Servants ye are to whom 
ye Obey, whether of Sin unto Death, 
or of Obedience unto Righteouſneſs ; 
therefore, I ſay, my Sincere and Earneſt 
 Defrre for thee, O Reader, 4, that thou 
mayſt, by the Inward Manifeſtations, and 
Convictions of the Spirit of TRUTH, 
be made willing to be Led and Guided 
into All T R U T H; and then thou 
wilt he capable to read this following Diſ- 
courſe without Prejudice ; by Means 
whereof, if the Lord ſee meet to add His 
Bleſſing thereupon, thou may$ come to ſee 
wherem God's Election fiands, and what 
the Cauſe of Men's Reprobation uw, 
OO Es OO 7 20 WTDAGT 
Thomas Thurgood. |: 
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\CONSIDERATIONS | 


Elefion and Reprobation, &c. 

1. IHE Presbyterians are of Opinion, 
> | that God from Eternity, did by the 

1 Moſt Wiſe and Holy Counſel of His 
own Will, freely and unchangeably Ordain what- 
ſoever comes to paſs, Confeſ. Chap. 3. Sect. 1. I con- 
feſs I cannot believe that God hath Ordained (much 
leſs unchangeably Ordained) whatſoever comes to: 
paſs : Neither can any Man prove, that God hath . 
Ordained whatſoever comes to paſs, unleſs he can 
prove that, that God Ordained the Fall of Adam 
and the Murder of Abel; and not only ſo, but all 
the Wickedneſs that has been committed ever ſince, 
or ſhall be ſo, while the World continues; for all | 
this in it's ſeveral Times comes to paſs. Now if God 
hath Ordained Sin, then Sin is an Ordinance ' of 
God, that's certain; and if Sin be God's Ordinance, 
then God muſt be the Author of Sin, that's certain 
alſo, for He is the Author of His own Ordinances ; 
as every one indeed is Author of what he Ordaing ; 
nor have I ever yet ſeen any Good Reaſon, why he 
that Ordains any Thing, may not be called the 


Author of it: So that whereas the Aſſembly ſay, 
{| [That God hath 1 Ordained whatſoever 


comes to paſs (Sin, and the Works of the Devil, nor 


by them excepted) yet ſo as that He is not the Au- 


thor of din; it is plain, that it cannot be ſo as they 
Gy, without making God to be the Author of Sin; 
+ | whi 


* 1 ” 
L 5 > 
- age” 1 2 4 — 
- — - — 2 


r 
„ bn I ers EET 


1 
„ # > 1 
— 8 — 


„ 4 
* 
o 


* . 
ms, ys” 
8 


er. 3. 31: concerning the Children of Fudab's Burning their = 


Lam. 2, them.; when, to turn aſide the Right of 4 May, or, 
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Some Conſiderations on 
which tho' in Words they diſclaim, yet it remains 
an inſeparable Confequence of their Doctrine, and 
ſo plain an one; that one would think it impoffrble 
for any Rational Man, who cenſiders it almoſt ever 
ſo ſlightly, not to be Senſible of it. Again, what 
Thing ſoever any. one Ordains, thefſame comes into 
his Heart, or is in his Heart; but the Lord faith, 


Sons and their Daughters in the Fire, in Sacrifice to 
Molech, that He commanded it not, neither came it 
into His Heart; and if fo; then He .Ordaind it not, 
to be ſure: And the Cafe is the ſame with all 'ortrer 
Kinds of Wickedneſs and Abominations, wWrh the 
Lord hates, and therefore, doubt leſs, would not 
Ordain them; for that implies His Approbation of 


352 36. to ſubvert a Man in his Cauſe, the- Lord apptoveth 
| not; neither does He bf any Thing elſe that is Sinful; 
Wild. 14. Bat the Ungodly, and his Ungadlineſs, are both alike' 
bh bateful unto God; who is of. Purer Bytes than to hr hold 
Hab. 1.13. Iriquity with the leaſt Degree of Anpnobation. Upon 
theſe Grounds, I deny that God doth Ordain what- 
ſoever comes to paſs; neither is He the Author; nor 
yet the Approver of Sin: Therefore 'Lef zo Mar 
Am. 1. 13. ſay; when be is tempted unto it, I am' tempted of God: 
For God cannot be tempted with Evil, neither tempteth 
He any Man. Eh ii ARES" | (Lt; . 
S. 2. The next Thing I- ſhall conſider; is, Whe- 
ther God hath from all Eternity Predeſtinated (as ſay 
the Aſſembly) ſome Men unto Everlaſting: Lifè, and 
Fore-Ordained others unto Everlaſting Death; and 
both theſe particularly and unchangeablycdeſigned, 
and their Number ſo certain and definite that it 
cannot he either increaſed or diminiſhed; and this 
alſo without any Forefight of! Faith, or Good“. 
Works, on the one Hand, or of Unbelief, or Evil 
Works, on the other, or Perſeverance in either of 
them, as Conditions, or Cauſes moving Him unto 
the ce or the other; as is ſaid, or- implied; Confi' 
Chap. 3. Sect. 2, 3, 4 5, and 7. 10 | 
; | > | 4 0 
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Hledion and Reprobation. 3 
To this, I ſay, that if God, from all Eternit, 
did in ſuch Manner as aforeſaid, Decree ſome to | 
Life, and Ordain others to Death, then God muſt 4 
have Reſpe& of Perſons : But the Apoſtle Peter, in | 
Oppoſition to all ſuch Kind of Doctrine, declares, | 
Of a Truth, I perceive that God is no Reſpetter of Fer- Ags 10.1 
} Wh ons : But in every Nation, be that feareth Him, and 34, 35. 
of tvorketh Righteouſneſs, is accepted with Him. And 
as we learn from the Apoſtle Peter, that God is no 
Reſpecter of particular Perſons, but a Rewarder of 
them according to their Works, in every Nation: 
So we may learn from the Prophet Feremiah, that 
He is nb Reſpecter of Nations, or Multitudes of 
People, but a Rewarder of Good unto them while 
they obey Him, and a Puniſher of them when they 
Sin againſt Him: For thus he declares in the Name 
of the Lord, .4t what Inflant, I ſhall ſpeak concern: Jer. 18. 
ing a Nation, and concerning a Kingdom, to pluck up, 7 I. 
* and to pull down, and to deſtroy it : If that Nation 
ö againſt whom I have pronounced, turn from their Evil, 
I will repent of the Evil, that Ithought to do unto them, 
And at what Inflant, 1 ſhall ſpeak concerning a Nuti- 
r on, and concerning a Kingdom, to build and to plant 
un If zt do Evil in my Sight, that it obey not my Voice, 
F then will I repent of at Good, wherewith I ſaid Inould 
„ benefit them. By which it appears the Detree was 
| not Abſolute; for by theſe Words the Lord gave 
N Iſrael to underſtand, that His Love was, and ſhould be 
F towards them to do them Good, if they continued in 
Obedience to Him: But if they revolted from their 
Obedience, He would withdraw His Eove from them. 
God hath always had a Loye for all Men, ſo long, 
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nnd ſo far forth, as they have been Obedient unto 
j Him: Yea, to the Diſobedient alſo, and Rebellions, 
. His Gracious Call is gone forth, whereby He ſeeks to 


ather them but of their Diſobedient State; and He 
ath Increaſe of Grace and Mercy in Store for all 
them that turn at His Call: His Love is treely of- 
fered, or tendred to all Men, both Jets and Gentiles; 
none are Excluded; none 7 Reprobated, but _ 
| who 
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Works o 


Some Confiderations on 


who have firſt rejected the Grace of God, that appear 


eth unto all Men. It hath been indeed the great Un- 
happineſs of Mankind, in all Ages of the World, 
that too many have been found among them of ſuch, 
who have refuſed to embrace the Love of God, that 
hath been freely extended unto them, and would 
not have any of His Counſel, but have ſlighted all 
His Reproof; and ſuch he might juſtly leave to 
themſelves, to Reap the Fruit of -their'own Doings, 
He being Clear of their Blood. Yea, too- many of 


the Jews, the Seed of Abraham, God's peculiar 


People, to whom, in a more eſpecial Manner, His 


Promiſes belonged, yet rejected His Counſel, to their 


own Hurt. God's Promiſe was to Abrabam, 1/aac, 
and Jacob, and to their Seed after them, in Caſe 
they ſhould keep Covenant with Him; but their 
Children in Afﬀter-Generations broke God's Covenant 
made with their Forefathers, and yet would have 
laid Claim to His Promiſes, notwithſtanding they 
had broken His Covenant : They boaſted of their 
Pedigree, and ſaid, We be Abraham's Sega, and were 
never in Bondage to any Man, although they were 
become the Servants of Sin, as Chriſt gave them to 
underſtand, ſaying unto them, I u that ye are 
Abraham's Seed; but ye ſeek to kill me, becauſe my 
Word hath no Place in you. And when they {till 
ſtood upon it, That Abrabam was their Father, Jeſus 
faid, If ye were Abraham's Children, ye would do the 

7 Abraham; intimating, that none but thoſe 
that did the Works of 4braham, were the True Seed 
of Abraham, that ſhould be Bleſſed with Him : And 
when they. went farther, and laid Claim to God as 


their Father, Jeſus ſaid, I God were your Father, 


ye would love me; for 1 came from God, and He ſent 
me : And moreover told them plainly, Ie are of your 
Father the Devil, and the Luſts of your Father ye will 
do; and becauſe I tell you the Truth, ye believe me 


not. Although the 7ews were the Choſen People of | 


God, yet having broken God's Covenant, they were 
rejected of Him, Chriſt would not own them or 
| | | b 
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Alection and_Reprobation. 
the Children of God. The Presbyterians, and others, 


may think themſelves Elected from, or before the 


Foundation of the World, yet if they abide in Sin 
all their Life long, without True and Unfeigned 


Repentance, they will be as much at a Loſs when 
they come to die, as theſe Jews were, who thought 


they had been the' Choſen People of God, when ag 


2 they were indeed the Servants of Sin, a Mafter ſo 


contrary in Nature to the Pure and Holy God, that 
no Man can ſerve them both at once; and there+> 


fore Chriſt told them, That i they believed not in John 8. 
Him, (the Elef and Promiſed Seed, who came to deſtroy 21, Ve. 


the Works of the Devil, and ſo to ſave them from Sin, 
and the Servitude thereof) they ſhould die gin their. 
Sins: And then further ſaid to them, Whith 

ye cannot come; that is, into the Kingdom of Heaven, 


where into no Unclean Thing can enter. The Apoſtle . 


Paul told the Romans, That he had great Heavineſs, 
and cominual Sorrow in his Heart; For, (aid he, I 
could wiſh that my ſelf were accurſed from Chriſt, 
for my Brethren, my Kinſmen according to the Fleſh, 
who are Iſraelites, to whom pertaineth the Adoption, 
and the Glory, and the Covenants, and the Giving of 
the Law, and the Service of God, and the Promiſes, 8c. 
Hence we may underſtand, that althoongh the I/ 
raelites were the Choſen People of God, and had all 


theſe Privileges above other Nations, yet the greater 
Part of them, through their Unbelief, and Diſobe- 


dience, were in a State of Reprobation, and Out- 
caſts from the Favour of God, which cauſed the 


nuance in that State, to be ſo ull of Sorrow and 
Heavineſs continually upon their Accoùnt; which 
he needed not, if they had been Choſen in ſuch Man- 


ner as ſome ſay, Before the Foundation of the World, 


or from all Eternity; without any Regard to the 
Good or Evil of their Doings ; for then it is certain 
they could never be rejected of God at all: As on the 
other Hand, if they had in the like peremptory 
Manner been rejected, * his Grief for them — 

| ; | 2 been 


er I go, 


Apoſtle, who ſaw the great Danger of their Conti- 
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Some Conſiderations on 


been altogether in vain, and ſo might better have 
been ſpared. _ 5 
It is my Heart's Deſire, that all Men might ſee for 
themſelves, in tbe Things tbat belong to their Ever- 
lafling Peace, and that none would Build too much 
upon ſuch Fancies, as to think they are Elected, and 
therefore they muſt be Saved, although they abide 
in Sin all their Days: For this I am bold to declare, 
That unleſs we bave True Faith in CHRIST, and yield 
unto Him the Obedience of that Faith which is un ye 
ed, even the Faith of ' God's Ele&, which giveth Viftor 
over Sin, and deſiroyeth the Works of the Devil, through 
the Operation of the Power of the Spirit of Holineſs, 
received from Chriſt, who requireth this Obedience, we 
Pall not otherwiſe enter into the Kingdom of God: For 
he that is in Chriſt, muſt be a New Creature, or crea- 
ted a new in Chriſt Jeſus unto Good Works ; elſe he 
cannot abide in Him, who maketh all Things New: 


4 ; John 15. For our Lord Himſelf ſaith, I am the True Vine, and 
1 c. my Father is the Husband man. Every Branch in me, 


that beareth not Fruit, He takath away: And every 
Branch that beareth Fruit, He Purgeth it, that it ama) 
bring forth more Fruit. And what Manner of Fruit 
He intends, the following Words demonſtrate, in 
which He ſaith to His Diſciples, whoare the Branches 
that bear it, Now ye are Clean through the Word which 
I have ſpoken unto you. So theſe were Clean Branches, 
and their Fruit Clean, as proceeding from the Liv- 
ing Sap of the Eternal Word, which had purified and 
cleanſed them. And he further tells them, That in 
their bearing much Fruit, Ilis Father is Glorified, who 
is a Pure and Holy God, and as ſuch cannot be Glorified 
by any Fruits of a different Nature: And therefore the 
Son, who is the expreſs Image of the Father's Sub- 
ſtance, and evermore ſeeks His Glory, 1n Order that, 
His Diſciples may bear ſuch Fruit as tends there - 
unto, exhorts them to abide in Him, the True Vine, 
the Pure and Holy Vine of Life Eternal, ſaying, 
Abide in me, and I in you. As the Branch cannot bear. 
Fruit of it ſelf, except it abide in the Ving z no more 
%% ² ts oe Pd oo oat ä can 
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Election and Re prohat ion. * 


can ye, except ye abide in me. Ia the Vine. ye are 
the Branches : He that abideth in me, and | in him, the 

ſame bringeth forth much Fruit: For without me (or, 

as the Margin has it, ſevered from me) ye can do no- 
thing: If a Man abide not in ms, be us caſt forth as 4 

Branch, (ſevered from the Vine) and is withered, and 

Men gather them, (ſuch w:thered Branches) axd cat 

them into the Fire, and they are burned. And leſt this 

ſhould befall any of them, he again renews his for- 

mer Exhortation unto them, To continue in His Love, 

which is the ſame Thing as to abide in Him, who is 

Love it ſelf. And further, that He might not leave 

them at a Loſs, He tells them how to do fo, namely, 

By Keeping His Commandments, ſaying, If ye: keep my 
Commandments, ye ſhall abide in my Love; even as F 

have kept my Father's Commandments, and abide in His 

Love. This Union, which our Bleſſed Lord here 

ſets forth, between Himſelf and the Believers, under 

the Parable, or Similitude of a Vine, and it's 
Branches, doth the Apoſtle Paul likewiſe take Notice Rom. 11. 
of, under another like it, vis. Of the Oli ue. Tree and it's 15417490 
Branches, adding alſo a like Caution thereupon ;' for 
having firſt laid it down for a certain Truth, That 
if the Root be Holy, ſo are the Branches; intimating 
thereby, that no Unholy Perſon can be, or continue 
in Vital Union with Chriſt, the Good:0live-Free; but 

- muſt either be changed into His Nature, and made 
Holy by His Living Virtue, or elſe. be ſeparated from 
Him; as he intimates ſome of the 1/naclites: were 
broken off, whom He calls the Natural Branches, ag 
being of that Nation or People, whoſe were the Fa- 
thers to whom the Promiſes were made, and of 
whom, as concerning the Fleſh, Chriſt came, wha 
is the Holy Seed of Promiſe, In uham al Nations were. 


unto whom, and his Seed, the: Iſraelites flood:in a neuner 
Degree of Relation by Nature, or Natural. Deſcent, 
than the Gentile Nations: He afterwards.cautions the. 
Gemtile Converts, not to boaſt againſt theſe Natural 
e eee e mans eee, 
4 fay, 


; Acts 13. 
15, 46. 
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ſay, They were broken off that I might be graffed in: 
To which Kind of Boaſting Speeches (ſeeming to ſa- 
vour of Selfiſhneſs, or an Overweening Conceit of 
themſelves, inclining them to think, like. our Parti- 


_ eular Eleftionifts, that God had ſo great Reſpe& to 


their Perſons, as to'caſt off others for their Sakes, or 
that they might be graffed in) the Apoſtle replies, 


Vell: By which Conceſſion, though he grants that 
the Caſting off of the Fes, did in ſome Sort, make 


Way for the Reception, or taking in of the Gentiles, 
yet in the Words next following he ſhews, that That 


was not the Cauſe of their being broken off, but 


their own Unbelief : Becauſe of Unbelief they were 
broken off : That neceſſary Condition, or Qualifica- 
tion of Faith was wanting in them : But had they 
believed, they had not been broken off meerly to 
make Way for the Grafting, or taking in of any 
others whomſoever : And if the Gentiles had not 
believed, they ſhould not have been received in, in 


their Room; for it was only ſo many of them as 


believed, that were ſo: The Unbelieving Gentiles 
were no more received than the Unbelieving Fes 
The Believing Fews were no more excluded than the 


Believing Gentiles ; but rather had the Preference, in 
that the Offers of Grace, in the Preaching of the 
Goſpel, were firſt made to them ; But their Nation 


generally, or for the moſt Part, rejecting the ſame, 
that Stream of Light and Grace, which {ſo plenti- 
fully iſſued forth into the World, through the Mi- 
niſtry of the Apoſtles, and Firſt Meſſengers of the 


Goſpel, being through their own Default diverted-. 


from them, came thereby to run with the freer and 
fuller Current among the Genti/es ; who alſo more 
freely; and in greater Numbers, received and em- 


braced the Glad Tidings thereof. Thus when the 


Jews at Antioch, filled with Envy, ſpake againſt 
thoſe Things which were ſpoken by Paul, concern- 


ing Jeſus, contradicting and Blaſpheming, he and 


Barnaba told them, It was neceſſary that the Word of 
God ſhould firſt have been ſpoken to you: But ſecing 
| ye 
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ye put it 7 ay you, and judge your ſelves unworthy 
of Everlaſting Life ; lo, we turn to the Gentiles. In gs 18. 
like Manner, when Paul, preſſed in Spirit thereunto,5,—v1, 
had teſtified to the Jews at Corinth, That Jeſus was 
the Chriſt, and they oppoſed themſelves againſt his 
Teſtimony, and blaſphemed, He ſhook his Raiment, 
and ſaid unto them, Jour Blood be upon your own 
Heads 1 am clean : Hence forth I will go unto the Gen- 
tiles e And ſo he did next Way, and Preached the 
Goſpel to the Corinthians, many of whom readily 
embraced the Glad Tidings thereof, and believed in 
the Holy One and the Juſt, whom the Jews had ſo, 12. 
lately denied and blaſphemed. And likewiſe when 14. "6 
he had teſtified the Kingdom of Gad to the Jews at Chap. 28. 
Rome, per/wading them concerning Feſus, both out of ver. 23.— 
the Law of Moſes, and out of the Prophets, from Aſorn- 28. 
ing till Evening, and many of them believed not, nor 
received his Teſtimony, e ſaid, Well ſpake the Holy 
Gboſt by Eſaias the Prophet — ſaying, Go wnto this 
People, and ſay, Hearing ye ſhall bear, and ſhall not 
underſiand ; and ſeeing ye ſhall ſee, and not percerve - 
For the Heart of this People 3s waxed groſs, and their 
Ears are dull of Hearing, and their Eyes have they 
cloſed ; leſt they ſhould ſee with their Eyes, and bear 
with their Ears, and underſtand with their Heart, and 
Should be converted, and I ſhould heal them: Be it 
known therefore unte you, that the Salvation of God 
w ſent unto the Gentiles, and that they will bear it. 
By which Inſtances it appears very plain, that the 
Word of God, and the Light of the Goſpel, was not 
removed from them, until they put it- from them- 
ſelves, and cloſed their Eyes againſt it: And then ,1,.._ 21. 
{ure it was very Juſt with God, to take His King- 43. | 
dom from ſuch a Generation of Men, who always Acts 7.51, 
reſiſted the Holy Ghoft, both in themſelves, and in = 
His Servants the Prophets, who ſhewed before-hand 2269 
of the Coming of the Juſt One; and in the Son and wat. 21. 
Heir himſelf, whom they ſlew when He was come; 3%. 
and in His Apoſtles, who were Witneſſes of His Re- Ads 1.22. 


ſurrefiion, aud Preached the Goſpel unte them, with 
| | the 
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10 Some Con ſiderations on 
u Pct. 1. the Holy Ghoſt ſent down from Heaven ; and to give 

it to a Nation bringing forth the Fruits thereof: 
For this, with the leaving of them to the Juſt Con- 
ſequences of their wilful Blindneſs and Hardneſs of 
Heart, was all that God did in caſting off the Unbe- 

litving Jews, and calling the Gentiles to, be His 
People; whom the Apoſtle puts in Mind, that their 
Standing alſo # by Faith, and therefore warns them 
that they ſhould not be Hieh minded, but fear; which 
1s a Caution very pertinent and effectual, being duly 
heeded, to prevent their Falling, and that both in 
the Negative and Affirmative Part of it, ſeeing that 

Prov. 16. 28 Pride goes before Deſtruction, and an Haughty Spirit 
18. and 6, before a Fall; fo by the Fear of the Lord Men depart 
from Evil; therefore it is Good for every one that 
thinketh he ſtandeth, to take Heed left he fall, and 

Ch. 9. 30. to ſtand in Awe that he Sin not: For if God ſpared 
31.and mot the Natural Branches, how mach more ought thoſe 
Sh. 11. 7. Branches, which were Wild by Nature, and contrary to 
that Wild Nature were graffed into the Good Olive-tree, 

to take Fed leſt he alſo ſpare not them? This Caution 

we ſee, the Apoſtle gives to the Election from a- 

monegft the Gentiles, that had in Meaſure attained 4 

the Righteouſneſs of Faith, which the Natural | 

Branches that were broken off becauſe of Unbelief, 

had not obtained; and yet to them it were altoge- 

ther needleſs, if it were True, which ſome hold, | 

that there is no falling from Grace: For where no 

Danger is, there is no Need of Caution; and I am 

ſure there is no Danger of an Impoſſibility: But for 

any to fall from Grace, that hath received it in the 

leaſt Meaſure, were impoſſible indeed, if God's De- 

cree to uphold them were Abſolute and VUnconditi- 

onal z for whatever He hath in that Manner Decre- 

ed, He will as ſurely bring to paſs ; He is the Lord 

who changes not; He is not a Man that He ſhould, 

Lie, nor the Son of Man, that He ſhould Repent of 

His hee v or vary from what He hath Decreed 

if He will work, He can do it Abſolutely and Irre- 

air, and then who ſhall df And wire te thn. 
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Power that can hinder? But that His Decree con- 
cerning Men's abiding in the Grace received, or 
departing from it, is not at firſt, (nor indeed till the 
Conditions are fulfilled, whereon He, in His Infinite 
Wiſdom, hath ſuſpended it) Abſolute, or without 
all Manner of Condition, the Apoſtle in the Inſtance 
above recited, puts out of Doubt, to thoſe that are 
willing to believe him, ſeeing he Names a Condition 
expreſly, both on the Part of thoſe that fell, and of 
thoſe that ſtood ; which Condition 1s Faith on the 
one Hand, and Unbelief on the other: And this he 
alſo farther confirms in the following Words, Be- 
bold therefore the Goodneſs and Severity of God: 
On them which fell Severity z; but towards thee , 
Goodneſs, if thou continue in His Goodneſs. Hera 
we ſee it is not without Condition, but if, i. e. in 
Caſe, or on Condition, that thou continue, (and 
that, as he ſaid before, muſt be by Faith, which in ' 
the Exerciſe of it, is an earneſt and ſtedfaſt Adhe- 
rence, or cleaving unto the Lord in the Meaſure of 
Grace received from Him, eſpecially in the Hour of 
Temptation, and Time of Trial and Beſetment, 
with Dependance upon Him ſor freſh. Supplies of 
Strength, to carry us through them, and give us 
Victory over all that oppoſes the Work of His Power 
in us: So it is if thou continue) otherwiſe, thou alſo 
ſhalt be Cut off, i. e. if thou continue not in His 
Goodneſs by Faith. 
; So here is a Condition on either Hand; the Term 
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12 Some Conſiderations on 
they abide not ſtil in Unbelief, ſhall be Graffed in- 
Here he ſuppoſes it poſſible for them to be reſtored . 
through Faith, or in their cloſing in with the future 
Viſitations of God, which if they ſhould, They (faith 
he) ſpall be Graffed in; for God # able to Graff them 
in again: But if they continued in a State of Carna- 
44 ty and Unbelief, it was in vain for them to pre- 
4 tend to build their Hopes upon God's Decree of 
. Election, though they were of that People, whom God 
Deut. 7.6. bad Choſen to be a Special People unto Himſelf, above 
4 all the People that were upon the Face of the Earth - 
it For in this ſame Epiſtle the Apoſtle declares, That 
Is Chap. 9. they which are the Children of the Fleſh, theſe are not 
Ver. 8. the Children of God; but the Children of the Promiſe 
1 are counted for the Seed. So that the Seed of Abra- 
bam, who have Right to be called the Children of 
God, and Heirs of His Promiſe made to Abraham, 
concerning the Bleſſing of all Nations in his Seed, is 
not to be reckoned after the Fleſh, but after the 

Spirit: Let any Perſon, or People, be the Seed or 
Offspring of Abraham, according to the Fleſh, de- 
ſcended from him never fo clearly and certainly b 
Natural Generation, yet if they be after the Fleſh 
by Degeneration, minding the Things of the Fleſh, 
and fulfilling the Luſts of the Fleſh, theſe, fo long 
as, here they abide, are not that Seed of Abraham, 
that are Heirs of the Bleſſing in a Spiritual Senſe; 
but they that have the ſame Spirit of! Faith as Abra- 
bam had, yielding unto God the Obedience of Faith: 
4 as Abrabam did, theſe being his True Succeſſors in 
lil Gal.4.28, the Faith, as Iſaac was, are the Children of Fromiſe, 
Bras and juſtly reckoned with I/a«c and Jacob, (though 
Heb. 11.9 they may not he of his Seed after the Fleſh) the Heirs 
with him of the ſame. Promiſe. „ 
Oh, how ſuitable then is the Advice and Caution 
of the Apoſtle before- given, and how neceſſary to 
be minded both of Jem and Gentile; how profitable 
would it be for us all in due Seaſon, to obſerve and 
conſider diligently the Goodneſs and Severity of 
God, ſet forth in theſe Examples, or any others af 
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like Nature: To take Notice of His Severity for au- 
tion Sake, leſt we alſo, growing careleſs, fall, after 1 
the ſame Example of Unbelief, or continue in 2 
Fallen State. Of His Goodneſs, for our Encourage- 
ment, either to begin, or to perſevere in Faith and 
Well- doing; that ſo, both the Fallen might return 
to Him that ſmites and reproves them, that He 
might have Mercy upon them, and heal their Back- 
lidings; and they that ſtand might continue in their 
Station. Yea, how neceſſary is it for all without 
Exception, who deſire to make their Calling and 
Eleftion ſure, to obſerve and follow that Excellent 
Direction, which the ſame Apoſtle gave to the Ga- 1 
atians, introducing it thus, Ib 1 ſay then, Watk Cal. 5. 16, i 
in the Spirit, and ye ſhall not fulfil the Luſt of the *''* 
Fleſh: For the Fleſh luſteth againſt the Spirit, and the _ 
Spirit againſt the Fleſh, and theſe are contrary the one 
to the tber; ſo that ye cannot do the Things that ye 
would; as much as to ſay, If ye are led by the Spirit See Gell, 
of God, ye cannot do the Things of the Fleſh ; and of 
ye are led by the Fleſh, ye cannot do the Things of Gd: 
Therefore Tet us not Be-deceived, God it not mothed ; Chap. &, 
for whatſoever a Man Soweth, that ſhall be alſo Reap :“ 8. 
Por be that Soweth to his Fleſh, fhall of the Fleſh! Reap 
Corruption; but he that Soweth to the Spirit, ſhall of © 
the Spirit Reap Life Everlaſlin. © 

§. 3. Next I ſhall conſider that Place of Scrip: 
ture, which many of the Presbyrerians and Indepers- 
dents bring to prove that they were Elected before 
they were Born, viz. Rom 9, 10,—13, And not only 
this, but when Rebecca alſo had conceived by One, 
even by our Father Iſaac, (for the Children being 
not yet Born, neither having done any Good or Evil” 
that the Purpoſe of God, according to Election might 
ſtand, not of Works, but of Him that calleth) it 
was ſaid unto her, The Elder ſhall ſerve the Tounger ; 

it is written, Jacob have I Loved, but Eſau haue 
7 Hated, | V 
We muſt underſtand firſt of all, that our Election 
ſtands in Chriſt, the Elect Seed, Choſen of God the 
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Father before the Foundation of the World, that He 
ſhould ſhew Judgment to the Gentiles, of which 
Seed Jacob was a Type; and God made Choice of 
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Righteouſneſs, that had been, or ſhould be done by 
the Children of Men, whether Fews or Gentiles, for 
Rom. 3. the Apoſtle concludes, that they are all under Sin, and 
g. — 12. 40 gone out of the| Right | Way : But according to the 
| Purpoſe of His own Will, as being a God Merciful 
.and Gracious, abundant in Goodneſs, not delight- 
ing in the Death of Sinners, but in forgiving their 
Iniquities, Tranſgreſſions, and Sins, upon their Re- 
turning to Him, He made Choice of His Son, God 
manifeſt in the Fleſh, (as the Only Fit Mediator be- 
1 tween Himſelf and Mankind) to manifeſt His Love 
EY Ch.11.32, through Him unto all Men, both Jews and Gentiles : 
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He might have Mercy upon all. All therefore are 
invited to come unto CüRISsT, and none excluded 
from a Part in Him, but they that refuſe to accept 
of Him for their Saviour, upon God's Terms, viz. 
Jong. 16. of Repentance, Faith, and Obedience: For God fo 
Was 7. loved the World, that He gave his Only Begotten Son, 
418 that whoſoever Believeth in Him, ſhould not Periſh, but 
| have Everlaſting Life + For God ſent not His Son into the 
World to pots Lac World, but that the World 
through Him might be Saved. And by Virtue of this 
Adds 1, Miſhon and Commnziſſion, He calleth all Men every 
200. where 10 Repent, and Beliepe the Goſpel; and is be- 
*.. Mark 1. come the Author of Eternal Salvation, unto all them 
Wh 2 that Obey Him. And ſo, He that Believeih on the 
5 — Son, hath Everlaſling Liſe: And he that Believeth 
=: not the Son, ſhall not ſee Life ; but the Wrath of God 
abideth on him. | 8 HG 
If any ſhould object, that theſe Texts out of John, 
make Mention of Faith only, and attribute Salva - 
tion unto it, as the only Thing required on Man's 
Part, in order thereunto, and thereupon argue that 
we may be Save i by Faith only, without Obedience: 
I anſwer, that Text out of Hebrews, (as well as di- 
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that Seed, Cnx1sT, not by Reaſon of any Works of 


For God hath concluded them all in Unbelief, that 
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vers others in Holy Writ) makes Mention of Obe- 
this Faith evermore worketh by Love; and Works, ac- 


ply, that it is altogether unprofitable, as to the 


by having the Soul united to it. And they that have 
of God. and the Works thereof, and perſevere in it 
to the End, ſhall undoubtedly receive the End of | 
their Faith, even the Saluat ion of their Soul. 1 Pet. 1. 9. 


whom the 9 ah, of God belong, let us hear what 


migbt be given to them that believe: It is Chriſt His 
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dience only, and aſcribes Salvation unto it, whence. 
they might as well argue, that we may be Saved by ; 
Obedience only, without Faith: But let ſuch, know, - 

that the Faith here ſpoken of, is none hs than the 
Faith of God's Elef, through which, and the Sanfifi- Tit. 1. t. 
cation of the Spirit, they are Choſen to Salvation\:. And 2 Thel. 


2. 13. 
cording to the Apoſtle Fames, are unto it as the Spirit — "Y 
or Soul is to the Body; For he concludes, That 4 the 14, Ce. 
Body without the Spirit is Dead; fo Faith without ' © 
Works is dead alſo,, And of ſuch a dead, ſolitary 

Faith, he asks, What doth it Profit? Can it Sape 
Aan? Which Kind of Interrogations ſtrongly im- 


Work of Salvation; and conſequently the Faith that 
is Profitable and Saving, muſt be ſuch as is made 
Perfect by Works, as the Body of Man is made Per- ; 
fett, or Compleated into a True and Living Man, 


this Living Faith, which is animated by the Love 


Now to prove that Chriſt is the Ele& Seed, unto 


the Apoſtle ſaith, viz. To Abraham and Hu Seed Gal.g. 16. 
were the Promiſes made. He ſaith not, And to Seeds a ED 
of nam); but az of one, and to thy Seed, which i Chriſt: © 
We ſee then that the Promiſes of God were made to _ 
Chriſt, and they are all Tea and Amen in Him; but 2 Cot. i. 
offt. of Him no Man hath Right to any Promiſe of 20. 
God concerning the Good Things of His Kingdom; 
they that are without Chriſt, are without God, and Eph. 2.12. 
without Hope of Salvation : For all Men are concluded Gal. 3.22. 
under Sin, that the Promiſe, by Faith of Jeſus Chriſt, 


Only Begotten Son, whom the Father hath made 
Abſolute Choice of, and of the Children of Adam 


enly in Him, or as ſtanding in Relation ure 
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5 who is God's Elect in whom His Soul delighteth 
Ifa. 42. 1. ſaith the Prophet; which the Evangelift quoting, 


. Matt, 12. thus applies to Chriſt, Behold amy Servant whom [ 


28, bave Choſen, my Beloved, in whom my Soul is well 
Pleaſed > I will put my Spirit upon Him, and He ſhall 


18.28.16, Hem Fudgment to the Gentiles. This is the Stone, the 


*. .. Tried Stone, Eleft and Precious, which God in His 
x Peb-2.6- Sion, bath laid for a Sure Foundation; and He that 
| believeth on Him, ſhall not be confounded. So that it 
is plain, that Chriſt is that Ele&, or Choſen Seed, 
to whom all the Promiſes of God were made, and 
Joh. 14.6. do belong: And ſeeing no Man cometh unto the Father, 
Acts 4. 12. but by Him, neither is there Salvation in any other, 
Hence it is plain alſo, that whoever would be Ele&- 

ed, and made Heirs with Him of Eternal Life and 
Salvation, muſt be Elected in Him; and in Him 

« They cannot be Elected, ſo long as they are out of 
Him, or ſeparated from Him; and into Him, or 

into Union with Him, they cannot come, but by 

Faith: Therefore whoſoever would obtain a Part 

in the Election of God, and be Heirs of Life Eternal, 

they. muſt come by Faith to be united unto Him; 

into Him the True Vine, the Good Olive-Tree, they 

2 be ingraffed; and whoſoever would make their 
Calling and Election ſure, muſt make it ſure in 
Hlim, who is the True and Only Seed, Root, and 
Foundation of God's Election, which is ſure to them, 
who are ſure of their own Intereſt in Him; and 
this Aſſurance is obtained only by the Faith of rhe 


Co. 2.12, Operation of God, whereby Chriſt, the True Seed, 


Eledcted of God before the Foundation of the World, 
comes to live in their Hearts, and fo purifie their 
Hearts through Faith in His Mighty Saving Power, 
revealed in them; [and then Bleſſed are the Pure in 
Heart, for they ſhall ſee God.] And fo according 
to Fobn 3. 36. He that believeth on the Son bath Ever- 
laſting Life ; and be that believeth not the Son, ſhall 
not ſee Life. Therefore whoever have been made 
Partakers of Eternal Life and Salvation, fince the 
World began, or ſhall be ſo, ta the End of it, 14 
| | been, 
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been, or ſhall be, through Faith in this Holy Seed of 
God, which He hath C 


Mankind ; and He is the Light and the Truth, a 

the Life, and the Way unto God through all Gene- 
rations ; neither is there Salvation in any other; 
but all that receive Him, to them He giveth Power 


to become the Sons of God, even to them that Be- 


lieve on Bis Name, that is, on His Renewing and 
Quickning Power, whereby they are formed anew, 


and Created in Him unto Good Works, which Gad hath Eph.2.10- 


before Ordained, that we ſhould walk in ibem; and 
theſe being brought into Union with Chriſt the 
Ele& Seed, are Elected in Him, as Children and Heirs 
of God, and Foint-Heirs with Chriſt; and were Pre- 
deſtinated, or Fore-Ordained ſo to be, before the 
World began'; but.it was in Foreſight of this Union, 
as the neceflary Condition thereof, and Qualificati- 


on thereunto. And this Union, and the Faith by 
which it is, and wherein it ſtands, is not of Man's 


Operation, but of God's Operation, in all that da 
not reſiſt Hi 


our ſelves can do, (who are uncapable of doing any, 


that will find Acceptance with Him, until He is 


pleaſed, out of the Abundance of His Grace, to be- 
ſtow upon us ſomething of the Gift of Righteouſ- 


neſs, through Jeſus Chriſt, of whoſe Fulneſs we, 


receive itz) but of Him that calleth us unto Righte- 


ouſneſs, and worketh in us Böth to Will and to Da 


that which is truly Righteous, and acceptable in 
His Sight, as we wait upon Him to receive the Re- 


newings of His Spirit, wherein alone ſtands our 


whole Ability to work the Works of Gd. 


And thus Chriſt is the Seed of Election, in whom 
God the Father is ſo far delighted, that He hath 
'Choſen all that are in Him, and before : hand Decreed 
or Purpoſed, 10 Chooſe all that ever ſnall be found 
in Him, act having on their own Bightsouſneſs, which Phil 3. 9 

| "Mo | 


4 


oſen, to manifeſt and diſ- 
penſe His Love and Mercy by, to the Souls of Loſt 


im in His Working ; and fo the Purpoſe: 
of God according to Election doth ſtand, not of 
Works of Righteouſneſs that we have done, or of 


Rom. . 
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4 of the Law, but that which s through the Faith of 
Chrift, or the Righteouſneſs which is of God by Faith: 
Eph; 1. 6. Theſe are all accepted in the Beloved Son, even in the 
Seed of Gqd's own peculiar Choice, which they could 
not be, unleſs they were really and truly in Him, as 
Living Branches in the True and Living Vine, being in 
ſome Meaſure renewed in the Spirit of their Minds, 
and Born again, not of corruptible Seed, but of in- 
corruptible, by the Word of God, which liveth and 
abideth for ever : For the Lord is a God of Truth, 
and He makes no Fictions of being in His Son, nor 
Fictions of EleQing in Him; and therefore they 
that are Choſen in Him, are ſuch as are in Him of a 
i Truth, as well as He is ſo in them. And theſe are 
Rom. 8, the Elect of whom the Apoſtle Paul queries, Who ſhall 
33s lay any Thing tothe Charge of God's Ele& ? And whom 
| he had before been deſcribing to be ſuch as are in 
Chriſt Jeſus ; Such in whom the Spirit of God dwells, 
and who are led by it; Such who mortifie the Deeds 
of the Body through the Spirit, who live and walk 
not after the Fleſh, but after the Spirit, and mind 
8 the Things of the Spirit: And of theſe are alſo 
p. 1.2. they, whom the Apoſtle Peter aſſerts to be Elc&, 
Wh according to the Fore*knowledge of God the Father, 
through the Sanctiſication of the Spirit unto Obedience, 
and ſprinkling of the Blood of Feſus Chriſt : Yea, 
theſe are the Elect, or, Election, that obtain what 
Rom, 11. they ſeek for, viz. Salvation, and Life Everlaſting; 
7. which others being blinded by their own Luſts, miſs 
of, becauſe they either ſeek it not at all, or elſe ſeek 
it amiſs. | | 3 
Now beſides theſe, who through Faith are Elected 
unto Life Eternal, there is to be conſidered anothas 
Election of ſome, who in Way of Type and Repre- 
ſentation of theſe, were Elected to certain Tempo- 
ral Privileges, and a State of Good Things in this 
World; which others were excluded from having 
any Share in, that they might therein bear the Type 
of ſuch as ſhould not obtain any Portion, or Inhe- 
ritance, in that Better and NaveNy Country, where, 
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of their Earthly Canaan, with all the Good Things 
thereof, was comparatively but a Shadow : And thug 
were the Iſraelites (the Seed of Abraham after the 
Fleſh, in the Line of 1/azc and Facob, excluding 
that of 1hmae! and Eſau) Choſen to be the Church, 
and Peculiar People of God under the Old Teſtament, 


that He might Reign over them, and give them Special Pſal. 145. 
| Laws, Statutes and Fudgments, ſuch as were not known 19, 20. 


to any other Nation; together with the Land flowing 
with Milk and Honey, &c. according to the Promiſe 


and Oath which He had made to their Fore-Fathers. 


And this Election, which was not of Particular Per- 
ſons unto Everlaſting Salvation, but of an whole 
Nation unto certain Temporal Privileges, together 
with Superiority and Dominion for a Time, (viz. whilſt 
they kept Covenant with God) over other Nations 


lying round about them, and who were excluded 


and debarred from the ſame Privileges, ſeems to be 
the Election treated of by the Apoſtle, in Rom. IX. 


for in thoſe Words, Verle 12. The Ader ſhall ſerve 


tbe Tounger, he plainly refers to that Prediction to 
Rebecca, concerning the Twins that ftruggled toge- 
ther in her Womb, recorded in Gen. XXV. Ver. 23. 
and thoſe Words, Ver. 13. Jacob have I Loved, but 
Eſau have 1 hated, he cites from Mal. I. 2. 3. to ſhew 


how that the foreſaid Prediction was now fulfilled, _ 


or rather had been ſo\ long fince. If we con- 
ſult firſt this Prediction it ſelf, and then the Words 
of Malachi, from which the Apoſtle declares the 
Accompliſhment of it, we ſhall find that both Places 
have Relation, not ſo much to the Perſons of Jacob 
and E/ax, as to their Seed and Poſterities after them, 
or to the Two Nations called after their Names, 
The Prediction runs thus: When Rebecca had Con- 


ceived, and fonnd that the Children ſtruggled toge- 


ther within her, or, as the Margin has it, Hurt one 
another; She ſaid, If is be ſo, Why am1thss ? And 
She went to inquire of the Lord; and the Lord ſaid 
unto her, Two Nations are in thy Womb, and Two 


Aunner of People ſhall be 1 "ioka from thy Bowels 


and 


* 


IP 
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| and the One Prople ſhall be ſtronger than the other 
| People; and the Elder ſhall ſerve the Tounger : That 
is, in Plain Terms, the Elder People, or Nation, or 
the Nation coming of Eſau, the Elder Brother, ſhall 
ſerve, or be in Subjection to the Younger Nation, 
| or the Nation coming of Jacob, the Younger Bro- 
( ther: For the laſt Clauſe of the Verſe is Relative to 
| to the former, which ſpeaks dire&ly of People and 
Nations, -So that from the expreſs Words of the 
Prediction it ſelf, tis plain it had Relation to the 
Iſraelites and Edomites, thoſe Two Nations that were 
to deſcend from Facob and Eſau : And they that 
x think it belonged to thoſe Two Brethren Perſonally, 
ought to make it apparent from Scripture, how, 
and when it was fulfilled in them, during their 
Life-Time ; which they can never do; for that the t 
Gen. Ch, Scripture-Hiſtory ſets forth Eſas as a Mighty Prince, 1 
32, 33 · in Compariſon of Jacob, who was very much afraid 0 
of him, when he heard that he was coming to meet 1 2 
him with Four Hundred Men; whereupon he ſent very 2 
large Preſents of Cattel before him, in Order to find t 
Favour in the Sight of Eſau; whom he called Hs I 
Lord ; and when he himſelf came near-him, he Bow- U 
ed himſelf to the Ground ſeven Times before him, t. 
and ſhewed him great Tokens of Submiſſion all the 
While he was in his Preſence. In all this, to be 
| ſure, there is no Sign of Jacob's Dominion, or Supe- 
1 riority over Eſau, his Elder Brother; nor does any 
| Thing appear like it, in all the Account the Scrip- 
ture gives of them: Which may further ſatisfie us, 
that the foreſaid Prediction did not relate to them in 
their own Perſons, but to their Poſterities, according 
to the expreſs Words of it. And in their Poſterities 
(which one would think, ſhould put the Matter out of 
all Doubt) we do indeed find the Accompliſhment of 
it: For we read, that David put Garriſons in Edom, 
2 Sam. 8. Je, Throughout all Edom, and all they of Edom became 
14. David's Servants; which anſwers the Prophecy ex- 
actly, as Face anſwers Face in a Glaſs : And I think 
it can no longer be doubted now, by any Reaſonable 
. 7 N Perſon, | 


< * M1... Wh th, a, jan . 


eee eo ff i= = & N hy fk, oo 


\ 


| BleGion and Reprobation. 


Perſon, whether it had Relation to Jacob and Eſau 

in their own Perſons, and not rather to their Poſte- 

rities after them, or the Two .Nations called after 

their Names. And this Servitude of Eſau or Edon, 
under Iſrael or Jacob, continued not only all the 
Reign of David, but alſo of his Son Solomon, and the 
ſeveral ſucceeding Kings, till Foram ; in whoſe Days 2 Kings 
Edom revolted from under the Hand of 7udab, and 8. 26, 
made a King over themſelves again: So that the 
aforeſaid Divine Oracle, which in the, Perſons of 
Jacob and Eſau was not fulfilled, yet in their Poſte- 

rities was fulfilled with a Witneſs, putting it out of 

the Reach of all Reaſonable Doubt, or Scruple, 
whom it had Relation to, for it's Accompliſhment. 

And now in the ſecond Place, as to the Words 

the ſame Apoſtle cites from Malachi, I doubt not but 

it will as plainly appear, that they alſo had Relati- 

on to the Two ſaid People, or Nations, the Reſpect- 

ive Poſterities of Jacob and Eſau, and not to thoſe 
Two Brethren themſelves in their own Perſons: For 

they are Part of the Burden of the Word of the 
Lord, by that laſt of the Prophets, not to the Per- 

{on of Jacob, long before that Time Deceaſed, but 

to rael then Living, and returned from their Se- 
venty Years Captivity, to their own Land again : 

And yet ſo ungrateful were they for this Great 
Mercy and Deliverance, and ſo inſenſible of the 
Lords Love, that when He told them, He had Loved Chap. 11. 
them, they ſaid, herein baſt Thou Loved s? To ver. 2. 
convince them wherein God's Love had been mani- 
nifeſted towards them, the Prophet puts them in Ver. 3, 4, 
Mind of the different State of Eſau, or Edom their 5+ 
Elder Brother, whoſe Mountainous Heritage was at 
that preſent Time lying waſte before their Eyes, 
and made an Habitation for the Dragons of the 
Wilderneſs, and Wild Beaſts of the Deſart, from their 
own, who were Preſerved a People through a long 
Captivity, and brought by the Graciaus Providence 
of God, to inhabit their own Land again ; that fa 
by that Compariſon, he might bring thein to a 
* 2 2 | denſe 
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Senſe of God's more peculiar and diſtinguiſhing Kind- 
neſs towards them, above what He hadſhewed to Edom, 


| See Deut. their Elder Brother; and all this not for their own 


66-4. Ae Righteouſneſs, or for the Uprightneſs of their Hearts, 


with ch.). Who, as well as their Brother Eſau, or Brethren the 


7, 8. and Edomites, had provoked God by manifold Tranſ- 


Jex. 53-5- greſſions, and at that preſent Time were under the 
Guilt of many Sins, for which the Prophet in the 
following Chapters reproves them; but becauſe the 
Lord, as a Gracious and Long-Suffering God, and 
Faithful in keeping Covenant, was minded till to 
lengthen out His Mercy towards them, that He 
might perform the Word of the Oath which He had 


Sworn unto their Fathers, Abraham, Iſaac and Facob, 


thoſe Worthies; who through Faith, wrought Righte- 
ouſneſs, and obtained Promiſes of Good Things 
from God. | 

Therefore in Anſwer to their Query, Wherein baſt 
Thou Loved us? He ſaith, Vas not Eſau Jacob's Bro- 
ther? Tet I Loved Jacob, and I Hated Eſau, and laid 
bis Mountains, and his Heritage waſte, for the Dra- 
gons of the Wilderneſs. We may obſerve here, that 
the Language of the Query is not, Vherein Haft 


Thou Loved our Fore father Jacob? But, Wherein © 


baft Thou Loved s Whence we may conclude, 
that the Inſtance of God's Love, which the Prophet, 


in Anſwer to their Query, hints at for their Con- 


viction, ought to be ſuch as had direct and immedi- 
ate Relation to themſelves, rather than to their Fa- 


ther Jacob; otherwiſe his Anſwer would not have 


been a direct Anſwer to their Query, as we may find 
it was, by conſidering the Words of the Anſwer it 
felf ; Vai not Eſau Jacob's Brother? (i. e. were not 
the Edomites the Brethren of you Jſraclites; on, was 
not that Nation, which is called E/au and Edom, 
after the Name of Eſan or Edom, their Father, the 
Brother, as a Nation, or Collective Body of People, 
of you my People T/rae!, who alſo Nationally are 
called Jacob and Iſrael, after the Name of Jacob, or 


Heel your Father) yet I Loved Jacob, (i. e. you my 


People 
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People called Jacob) and 1 Hated Eſau, (or the Peo- 
ple of Edom) and laid his Mountains, and bis Heri- 
tage waſte. for the Dragons of the Wilderneſs. Theſe 
lait Words do clearly evince that the Eſau, here ſaid 
to be Hated, is no other than the Edomitiſb Nation, 
whoſe Country was at that Time Deſolate, and not 
Eſau their Foretather, deceaſed many Generations 
agone, and who in his own Time and Perſon was 
not impoveriſhed, nor his Mountains and Heritage 
laid waſte, as hath in good Meaſure been ſhewed 
before; and conſequently that the Facob, who is 
here oppoſed to him, is alſo no other than the I/zae- 
litiſb Nation, who is here ſaid, To be Loved: And 
though no Inſtance of God's Love to them is here 
mentioned in expreſs Terms, yet it is fo eaſy and 
obvious to be gathered from the oppoſite Inſtance of 
his Hatred to Edom, or the Edomites, demonſtrated 
in the Devaſtation, or Deſolation of their Land and 
Country, that they (the I/rae/ites) muſt have been 
Stupid in the laſt Degree, if the Setting of THAT 
before their Eyes, did not teach them to reflect with 
Gratitude, upon the oppoſite Bleſſings and Benefits 
they had in preſent Poſſeſſion and Enjoyment, by 
the Favour 2 Divine Providence, which had again 
Planted and Re-inſtated them in their own Land, 
while He with-held that Favour from Edom, their 
Elder Brother; and not only ſo, but threatens, in 
the next Verſe, that He would continue ſo to do for 
ever. And this alſo further confirms it to be the 
Nation of the Edomites, that is here intended, under 
the Names of Eſau and Edom : For thus the Prophet 
goes on, introducing Edom (the ſame who is called 
Eſau in the former Verſes) ſpeaking of himſelf, and 

likewiſe the Lord ſpeaking - of him, in the Plural 
Number, as of a Nation or People, and not in the 
Singular, as of a particular Perſon z Wheras Edom 
faith, We are impoveriſhed, but We will return and 
Build the Deſolate Places: Thus faith the Lord of 
Hoſts, They ſhall Build, but I will throw down , and 


they pal call Them the Border of Wickedneſs, 775 
| | = 
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N the People againſt whom the Lord hath Indig nation vp 
| ſor ever. It follows in the Fifth Verſe, And your W 
t Eyes ſhall ſee, and ye all ſay, The Lord will be as 
| Aagniſied from the Border of Iſrael: As if He had 1. 
t ſaid, And your Eyes, O Jacob, or Iſrael my People, hz 
| ſhall fee theſe fore mentioned Efect: of my Diſplea- 0 
| Sure, which I have brought upon Eſau, or Edom, (be- O, 
| cauſe of his Enmity and Violence againſt thee, W 
1 whom he onght to have Loved as his Brother) 7eſt- Ja 
[ ing upon him; and the Sight and Senſe thereof ſhall of 
| ſo affect your Minds, that ye ſhall ſay, The Lord will M 
| be Mag niſied, that is, greatly Exaligd and Glorified, ur 
i not from the Land of Edom, the Border of Wicked- w 
4 meſs, laid Waſte for a Memorial of my Righteous Fudg- th 
mente againſt the Inhabitants thereof, who by their R 
Mi incorrigible Wickedneſs, are now become the People of V. 
. ay Indignation; but from the Border of Iſrael, the be 
Land inhabited by that People, whom 1 have formed for Pe 
| 1.13.21, 1 ſelf, according to my own Laws and Statutes, that br 
} they, walking therein, ſhould ſhew forth my Praiſe, hi 
II. 4. 1, and to whom I have ſaid, Thon Iſrael art my Servant, * 
, 9, &c. Jacob whom I have Choſen, the Seed of Abraham my Pi 
| Friend, — Thou art my. Servant, I have choſen thee, 
3 and not caſt thee away. Fear thou not, for I am with 
. thee : Be not diſmayed, for Fam thy God : — Behold 
all tbey that were incenſed againſt thee, ſhall be aſhamed 
? and confounded ; they ſhall be as nothing, and they that 


ſtrive with thee ſhall periſh. — Fear not, thou Worm 
Jacob, and ye Men of Iſrael : 1 will belp thee, ſaith 

the Lord, and thy Redeemer, the Holy One of Iſrael. 
Theſe Words of the Prophet Iſazah, 1 have the ra- 
ther quoted, becauſe he therein ſpeaks. more than 
once of the I/raelitiſb People, under the ſame Appel- 
lations (viz. of Iſrael and Jacob) which the Prophet 
Malachi doth z whence it {Ponte that he is not Sin- 
gular in giving the Perſonal Names of the Fathers 
to their National Poſterities after them. In like 
Manner doth the Prophet Obadiah ſpeak concerning 
both the 1/rae/ites and Edomites, (when he was fore- 
telling this Deſolation then in his Time approaching 
g | upon 


Election and Reprobation. 
upon the Latter, which the Prophet Malachi, in the 
Words under our Conſiderat ion, took Notice of, 
as aQually come upon them in bis Time) ſaying, , 
How are the Things of Eſau ſearched out ? How are Obad. v. 
his hidden Things ſought up? — And thy Mighty Men, 6, 9, 1% 
O Teman, ſhall be diſmayed, to the End that every 
One of the Mount of Eſau may be cut off by Slaughter, 
Why ſo? _ of thy Violence againſt thy Brother 
Jacob, Shame ſhall cover thee, and thou ſhalt be Cut 
off ſor ever. Here again we ſee the Edomites made 
Mention of under the Name of Eſaz; the Temanites 
under that of Teman, one of the Dukes of Edom, 
whoſe Poſterity they were; and the Iſraelites under 
the Name of Fecob ; and this is evident beyond all 
Reaſonable Objection, in that the Words of this 
Viſion (as well as thoſe of Malachi to the Iſraelites 
before-mentioned) were not Proclaimed againſt the 
Perſon of Eſau, deceaſed many Generations before; 
but againſt his Poſterity then Living, and who had 
highly provoked the Lord, by their Enmity and | 
Violence againſt His People 1/rae/, of which this Vere 11, 
Prophet Convicts them in divers Inftances. n 
From what has been ſaid, I think, it is clear, that 
thoſe Words | Jacob have I Loved, but Eſau bave 1 
Hated | whereon ſo great Streſs hath been laid, for 
Proof of Abſolute, or Unconditional. Election and 
Reprobation of Particular Perſons from all Eternity, 
or before they had a Being, were not ſpoken by the 
Prophet, nor conſequently underftood by the Apoſtle, 
(who wrote by the ſame Spirit) concerning the ber · 
ſons of Jacob and Eſau, but the Nations their Poſte- 
rities, who, after the Names of their reſpective Fa- 
thers, are called Jacob and Eſau, Iſrael and Elem, 
as well as Iſraelites and Edomites; of which Uſage 
of the ſaid Names, divers Inſtances have been pro- 
duced, to which many others of the fame Kind — — 
might be added, if thoſe were not ſufficient, it be- 1374. 
ing a Way of Speaking very frequent and familiar 
in Holy Scripture : And theretore as the Names 
Jacob and Eſau are of no Force to proye that the 
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Apoftle intends thoſe Two Brethren the immediqte 
Offspring of Iſaac and Rebecca: So it is otherwiſe 

Clear from the Sacred Hiſtory, and the Teſtimonies 
above produced therefrom, that the Prophecy re- 


10, 11, 12. had not it's Accompliſhment in them, 
but in the Edomitiſp and Iſracliniſh Nations, their 
Reſpective Poſterities: And as to the other Paſſage 
he cites from Mal. I. Ver. 2, 3. it hath been ſhewed, 
that it was likewiſe ſpoken of the Two faid Nations, 
and that not till after the Lord had actually mani- 
| feſted the Effects of His Hatred or Diſpleaſure upon 
| the Edomites, in the Deſolation of their Country: 
But this not till after they had greatly provoked 
BS Him, for many Generations togetlier, inſomuch that 
|; Am. 1.11. the Prophet Amos Proclaimed in the Name and 
J Word of the Lord, For * Three Tranſgreſſions of 


with the Sword, and did caſt off all Pity, and his 
for ever: Whence it is clear, that though the Lord 


them up to Deſtruction, yet it was becauſe of their 
Tranſgreſſions, which pulPd down the Stroke of His 
Anger upon them; and not becauſe He had De- 
creed to deftroy them, without any Regard had to 
the Evil of their Doings. And indeed I think the 
42 ann Patrons 
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* A Certain Number for an Uncertain, by which Figurative 

Manner of Speaking, the Prophet ſeems to denote TWO Things; 

Firſt, How greatly they had multiplied their Iniquities, by 

adding Sin to Sin, and, as it were — up a larger Number 

of Tranſgreſſions upon a ſmaller, as the Prophet adds Four 10 

Three. And, Secondly, That all their Tranſgreſſions, how Nu- 

merous ſoever, were kept upon Record againſt them, in the 

Book of God's Remembrance, who would call to Account for them 

all, in the Day of His Righteous Judgment, as certainly as Men 

do uſually keep their Accompts Exact, and reckon Ri ht, in 

thoſe ſmaller Sums, as of Three and Four for Inſtance, wherein 

Men are concerned to Recken eus with znother in their Dove: 
ss in the Woplts | 
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corded Gen. XXV. 23. to which he refers in Rom. IX. 


| Edom, and for Four, I will not turn away the Run- 
| iſhment thereof; becauſe he did pnrſne his Brother 


Anger did tear perpetually, and he kept his Wrath 


was at length provoked to caſt them off, or give 
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Patrone of Abſolute Reprobation, will be hard ſet to 
maintain their Doctrine by ſuch Inſtances as this, 

when duly conſidered: For though this Enmity of 

the Edomites againſt Iſrael, which both Amos and 
Obadiab, as well as others of the + Prophets, ſet +5eenzek, 
forth as the Cauſe of God's delivering them up to 35-throug 
Deſtruction, not only began early, inſomuch that Joel Ne- 
when Iſracl was but on their Journey towards tie 
Promiſed Land, the * King of Edon refuſed them * Numb. 
Paſſage through his Country, and came out agairfft 20.—14. 
them with much People, and with a Strong Hand; *"* 

but was alſo propagated down from one Generation 

to another; ſo = they were perpetual Adverſaries 

to Iſrael, whom they vexed continually with vari- 
ous Kinds of Cruelty; and not only that, but ſtirred 

up others alſo to War and Fight againſt them: Yet 

how many Generations did the Lord lengthen out 

His Patience and Merciful Forbearance towards them, 
before He gave them up to utter Deſtruction ? Exhi- 

biting therein an Eminent Inftance of the Riches of Rom. 2:96 
His Goodneſs and Long-Suffering, which have a Nat u- 

ral Tendency in them, if righily improved, to lead to 

Re pent ance, all thoſe towards whom they are exerciſed, 

and if any ſuch are found ſo Stubborn and Ungrate- 

ful, as to deſpiſe them, or ſo Fooliſh and Negli- 

gent as not to make a Right Improvement of them, 

yet that hinders not but that the End of the Lord there- 2 Pet. 3. 
in is, and ought to be accounted Salvation. And if ſo 15: 
great Forbearance was found on the Lord's Part, to- 

wards this People, before He would make them an 
Example of His Vengeance, in their Temporal De- 
ſtruction, how much more ought we to believe, That 1 
He, the Father of Mercies, who is Gracious, ful of Pf. pi 
Compaſſion, ſlow to Anger, Good to all, whoſe Tender 8, 9, and 
Mercies are over all His Works, who exerciſeth Loving- 103. 8. il 
Kindneſs (as well as Judgment and Righteouſneſs) in Jer. 9. 5 ii 
the Earth, and declares that He delighteth in it, but 23, 32. [ 
that He bath no Pleaſare in the Death of the Wicked, and33.11, 
but that the Wicked turn from bis Way of Wickedneſs 
and Live That He, I /ay, a God ſo Good and Gra- 
| * | | E | | cious, 
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ons, fo Compaſſionate and Long Suffering, will not 
give up to Eternal Deſtruction, any People, or Per- 
fon, to whom He hath not firſt afforded a Viſitation 


of His Love and Grace, ſufficient to reclaim them, 
with Time and Space to Repent. ET ALY 


| $. 4. The Apoſtle, after he hath mentioned the 
Inf 


Yer. 14. 


ances of Jacob and Eſau, that is, the Iraelites 


and Edomites, and ſhewn God's Preference of the 


Founger People before the Elder, in advancing them 
to more Eminent Priviledges than their Brethren ; 


-whom notwithſtanding He left, as He does all others, 


in a Good and Comfortable Condition, with Life, 


Breath and Being, and manifold Capacities and 


improveable Opportunities of Well-being, both in 


this World, and that to come; proceeds in the next 


Place, to remove out of the Way an Objection, 
which ſome thereupon might be ready to raiſe a- 


gainſt the Righteouſneſs of God, in ſuch His dif- 


terent Dealings towards the Two ſaid Nations; 
which Objection he propounds by Way of Query, 
after this manner, Wh | 

Unrightcoufneſs with God ? This he might well an- 
{wer, as he does with Deteſtation, ſaying, God for- 
bid : For ſeeing that He giveth unto all Men Libe- 


rally, and hath not left Himſelf without Witneſs 


of His Love and Good-Will unto any, but hath 
made the ſame manitcſt unto all, in various Inſtan- 
ces, and manifold Examples, which remain as Sig- 
nal Tokens, and Evident Teſtimonials of His Uni- 


verſal Goodnefs, Bounty and Munificence, He cannot 


Juſtly, No, not ſo much as with any Shadow of 
True Reaſon, be eſteemed Unrightevus in Super- 
abounding in His Free Gifts and Favours to ſome 
above others. His Gifts and Graces are His own, 
and He is Soveraign in His Diſtribution of them; 
Why not? May not He do what He will with His 
own ? Is the Eye of any of us poor, indigent Mor- 
tals (who have all received of Him beyond our De- 
ſerts) Evil, becauſe He is Good, or becauſe He ſuper- 


. abounds in the Riches of His Goodneſs to wheniſo- | 


ever 


at ſhall we ſay then ? Is there - 


4 6’‚'''55 "ut | al — — - 4+ $60 200%” LAOS L444 — — 


Election and Reprobal ian. 

ever He pleaſes, or wherever His Infinite Wiſdom 
ſeeth meet? May not He give to One a Single Ta- 
lent, to another Two, to another Five, according 
to every Man's ſeveral Ability, or Capacity to re- 
ceive and occupy the ſame? Whom doth He wrong 
inſo doing? Are we not all Partakers of His Gracious 

, Goodneſs in ſome Degree ; and is not he that hath 

received the leaſt Meaſure, beholden to His Mercy 
for it, and ought he not therefore to be thankful, 
and to ſtrive to improve it to the Glory of the Gi- 
ver, who hath it ever in His Power, (yea, I make 
no Scruple to add) and in His Will too, to Reward 
the Faithſulneſs and Diligence of every One, who is 
found improving the Talent, or Talents committed 
unto him, by augmenting the ſame in a Double, of 
what other Proportion ſoever He pleaſes ; which the 

ps 8 mga Many can teſtiſie, to be as a Brook of 

Refreſhment by the Way, a Foretaſte of the” Joys to 
come, and an Earneſt of the Everlaſting Inheritange; 

WM. wherein over and above all this, is a far more Ex- 
ceeding and Eternal Weight of Glory, laid up iu 
Store as a Triumphant Crown of Victory and Re- 
joycing, for all that patiently endure the Light and 
Momentary Afﬀictions of this preſent Life, Fighting 
the Good Fight of Faith, and perſevering conſtantly 
to:the End of the Chriſtian Race, that they may 
Win that Immortal Prize, which will be a Super- 
abundant Recompence of Reward for all their La- 
bours, Travails, and Sufferings. . 

And ſeeing the Providential Care of the All-Wiſe 
Creator is ſo largely extended over all the Works of 
His Hands, where, or who is he, that hath any manner 
of Cauſe to complain of Him as an Hard Maſter ? Or, 
what Soul endued with the leaſt Degree of Piety or 
Reverence towards Him, will dare to imitate that Mat. 24. 
any owe and Upprofitable Servant, who was — 28. 
Judged and Condemned as ſuch out of his own 
Mauth, as well as out of the ſame he appears alſo 

\. | have been a Liar, and Falſe Accuſer of Ha Lord, 

v | © whom, and to whom, he ſays, Lord, I knew Enke 19. 

$701 | E 2 {hes *N 


!!! ra a 


wo w- 


— — — 2 — — 


Some Con ſiderations on 


thee that thou art an hard Man, Reaping where thou 
ha(t not Sown, and Gathering where thou haſt not Strow- 
ed ; and yet for all that, ſays of his Pound or Talent, 
the Gift of Grace, Here it , I have kept it laid up in 
8 Napkin, or, I went and hid it in the Earth; lo. there 
thu haſt that is thine , whereby he confeſſes the Re- 
ceipt of His Lord's Money, at once overthrowing 


his own Unrighteous Plea of Auſterity againſt His 


Lord, and juſtifying the Righteous Sentence of His 


2 Chron- 
19+ Jo 


Ver. 15. 


. Sovereignty, in the Diſpenſation and Diſtribution 


Job 34. 
23. 


Lord, againſt himſelf: And no better will it fare, 


at Long. Run, with every one that ſhall dare to 
Charge God with Iniquity, or that Unjuſt Auſterity 
of Requiring (efpecially upon Pain of Eternal Per- 
dition) more of His Creatures than He hath given 
them Ability to perform: For whoever is under 
the ſame Guilt, will unavoidably. come under the 
ſame Condemnation, from God the Moſt Righteous 
Judge of all; with whom is no Iniquity, nor Reſpett 
of Perſons, nor taking of Gifts, or Bribes, to blind 
His Eyes therewith, And therefore the Apoſtle ſee- 
ing that the Lord is Righteous in all His Ways, an- 
ſwers ſuch as would object againſt His Righreouſ- 
neſs, in the Diſpenſation of His Gifts and Favours 
(to ſome more abundantly, to others more ſparing- 


ly, yet to all beyond their Deſerts) with Deteſta- 


tion. But that 1s not all, for he proceeds in the 
next Verſe, further to Vindicate the Righteouſneſs 
of God's Dealings, from what He ſaid to Moſes, 


which he thus recites, viz. I will bave Mercy on 
whom I will have Mercy, and I will bave Compaſſion 


on whom I will have Compaſſion ; which, with ſome 
Variation, is Recorded Exod. 33. 19. In which 
Words, that the Lord aflerts the Right of His own 


of His Mercies and Favours, is not to be doubted ; 
yet we ſhould remember, that He is onall Accounts, 
a Moſt Holy, Wiſe, Juſt, and Righteous Sovereign, 
who will not lay upon Man more than is Right, that be 


| Should emer into Judgment with God, or have any 


Cauſe to remonſtrate againſt the Righteouſneſs and 
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Juſtice of his Dealings with him, or with the Wick- 
ed Servant, to ſay, That He is an Hard Maſter, like 
Pharaoh and his Task. Maſters, who required Brick 
without Straw > And therefore we may be aflured, 
that He wil) not make any Man accountable for 
more than he hath Received ; nor Require the In- 
| creaſe of Five Talents, where He hath beſtowed but 
| Two to Trafhck withal ; nor of Two, where He 
hath given but One; He will not exact that of any 
Man as a Duty, which He hath: net furniſh'd him 
with Ability to perform ; did not the Man ſome 
Way or other by his own Fault, fruſtrate and make 
void the Gracious Counſel of God concerning him- 
ſelf, defeat the Purpoſes of His Good-Will, and 
ſtop the Current of His Free Grace towards him. 
We ovght to remember alſo, that the Holy Scrip- 
tures frequently aſſert the Univerſality of His Love 
and Good-Will toall Mankind, affuring us, That He Ezek 18. 
delighteth not at all in the Death of the Wicked, but in 23+ and 
his Return from bis wicked Way, that be might live; 35,0 g. 
that He would not have any to Perijh, but all to come to 1 — | 
Repentance, and to the Knowledge of the Truth, that 3, 4. 4 
thereby they might be Saved; that He ſent not Hi Joh. 3.17. 
Son into the World to condemn the World, but that the « x 
World through Him might be Saved, even the whole 1 who 1 
World; to which End He is become the Propitiation John 1. 9. 
for the Sins of the whole World, having taſted Death withchap. 
for every Man, and given Himſelf a Ranſom for al; 3: *7» '%» Þ 


* 
4 


and that all might be Partakers of the Bleſſed Effeets 5. f. 


c g i ch. 8. 12. 
and Precious Benefits of this Univerſal Ranſom, He andch. 12. 


enlightneth every Man that cometh into the World , a6. "þ 
of ' which World He is the Univerſal Saving Light, 2Cor. 4.6. 
Shining into the Hearts of all, in order to give them the 
"Light of the Knowledge of the Glory of God; inſomuch 
that That Query may be put upon all- as an Univer- 
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ſal Challenge, to bring in their Allegations to the þ 
contrary z Upon whom doth rot His Light ariſe ? For Job 25. 3. N 
' 28 Aani feſtat ion of His Spirit is given to every Man, * Cor. i 
to Profit toit hal, and the Grace of God, which is come Tut _ 1 
by Hin, bath appeared to all Men, cum Saving Grace, 1 
7 Kl 5 „ . 3 F N * 4 
i. 
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or the Grace that bringeth Salvation, inſomuch that 
all the Ends of the Earth have ſeen the Salvation of our 
God, which he hath prepared before zhe Face ef all 
People, and is therefore called the Saviour of all Men, 
and Hs Salvation the Common Salvation. All which 
ſecures the Honour of His Wiſdom, Juſtice, Good- 


neſs, Grace and Love, and the Univerſality thereof 


to all Mankind, without Reſpect of Perſons ; and 
yet leaves Room enough for the Exerciſe of His So- 
vereign Authority, in being Graciou to whom He 
will be Gracious, and Shewing 'Viercy on whom He will 
ſhew Mercy, as well as in hardening whom He will, 
without feigning ſuch an imaginary Sovereignty, 
as 1s utterly inconſiſtent with His other Attributes, 
no leſs Glorious than His Sovereignty, but which 
would be very much Eclipſed by ſuch a Sovereignty 
as ſome have very unduly aſcribed unto Him. The 
Great Almighty Lord of All, is no Doubt at Liber- 
ty to beſtow His Favours, and the Free Gifts of His 
Love, Mercy and Goodneſs, where, when, and in 
what Manner and Meaſure He pleaſes; and may, 
in a Way very well conſiſting with His Wiſdom, 
Juftice, and other Attributes, advance ſome Perſons 
or Nations either, to more Eminent Privileges or 
Stations than others, without any Injury to the 
Reſt, an Inſtance whereof we have ſeen already in 
the I/raclites and Edomites, yet nothing follows 
from thence to the Prejudice of His Univerſal Good- 
neſs and Bounty, in which He is Good, and does 
Good unto all, as the Scriptures teſtifie of Him. 
Nor is there any Thing to the contrary in theſe 
Words, I will have Mercy on whom I will, &c. for 
they muſt not be interpreted ſo as to contradict 
other Parts of thoſe Holy Writings ; ſeeing they 
may be much better underſtood in a Senſe fully and 
fairly conſiſtent therewith. The Occaſion on which 


they were ſpoken, may be ſeen in the 32d and 33d 


Chapters of Exodus, where we have an Account of 

the Hraelites committing Idolatry with the Golden 

Calf, with which Sin the Lord was ſo highly pro- 
1 | Voked 
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voked, that He ſaid to Moſes, I have ſeen this People, Ch. 32. 9, 
and behold it is a Stiff-Necked People: Now therefore 10. | 
let me alone, that myWrath may wax hot againſt them, 


and that I may conſume them; Yet upon Moſes's In- q 
terceſſion he ſpared them, ſo far as that He did not 7 


bt 
1 
{ 


t, 
1 
' 


at that Time Cut them all off in their Iniquity, as l 
He might Juſtly have done; howbeit neither did 
He altogether ſpare them; for when Moſes was gone ver. 14. 
down from the Monnt, with the Two Tables of Tefti- 20. 
mony in his Hand, and was come ſo mgh the Camp, 
that be ſaw the Calf, and the People Dancing before it, 
this ſo incenſed him, although he was the Meekeſt 
Man upon Earth, that, as it were forgetting. him- 
ſelf in his Haſte, he caſt the Tables out of his Hand, 
and brake them; and moreover took their Calf and 14 
burnt it, and having ground it to Powder, and ſtrewed 
it xpon the Water, made tbe People drink of the Water, =. 
thus Spiced with the Powder of their Idol: Then % 
having Rebuked Aaron for bis Sinful Compliance with Ver. 21. 
the People, he called out in a mighty Zeal for the #44 
Glory of God, ſaying, Who is on the Lord's Side ? Ver. 25. 
Let him come unto ne: Whereupon all the Sons of 
Levi gathered themſelves together unto hin, and he  i# 
ſaid unto them, Thus ſaith the Lord God of Iſrael, Ver. 27, 
Put every Man his Sword by his Side, and go in and 4 


. bt 


we | | 
1 
2 


out, from Gate to Gate, throughout the Camp, and ſlay 'Y 
every Man bis Brother, and every Man his Companion, Ver. 28. 
and every Man his Neighbour ; and tbe Levites did ac- Ver. 30. % 
cordingly, ſo that there fell of the People that Day, about 

Three Thouſand Men. Os - the Morrow, after this 
Slaughter, Moſes faid unto the Reſidue of the People, jt 
Te have ſinned à great Sin ; and now I will go up un- Ver. 31, 
to the Lord; peradvemure I ſhall make an Attonement 32 
for your Sins. Then returning unto the Lord, he 
renewed his Interceſſion for them, ſaying, Ob this 
+ People have ſinned a griat Sin, and have made them 
Gods of Gd; yet now, if thou wilt forgive their Sin; it 
and if not, blot me, I pray thee, out of thy Book, which if 
| #Þou haft written; to which the Lord anſwered him, i 
Whoſoever bath fin ned againſt me, him will 1 blot ous of Ver. 33 
#iy Book, If this be the Book of God's 1 

; | ecree 
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Decree of Election, &c. as the Marginal Note on 

the Place ſeems to underſtand it, then even from 
Hence it is apparent, that His ſaid Decree is nat 
Abſolute and Irrelative to Men's Doings as Good or 

Evil, ſeeing it makes Sinning againſt Him the very 

Term of Excluſion from His Favours, and of being 

1 blotted out of His Book, or (which is the ſame | 

1 Thing) of Reprobation or Rejection (herein agree- | 

N ing in the Sweeteſt Harmony, with Multitudes of 

other Scriptures, which make God's Decree in this 
Reſpect, to be indeed unalterable): For even Aſoſes 

5 himſelf, a Perſon ſo deeply Intereſted in God's Fa- 

4 Ch. 33. 11. ur, that it is ſaid, The Lord ſpake to him Face 

| "To Face, as 4 — 41 to bis Friend, though at 

„ his firſt Interceſſian for the People, he prevailed 

Mi with God to condeſcend ſo far as to lengthen out the 

1 Day of His Patience, and to give them further Time 

1 and Opportunity to Repent, and ſeek the Renova- 

4 tion of His Faveur towards them; which it behoved 

4 him to do as Mediator of that Old Covenant, and 

1 therefore an Eminent Type of JESUS CHRIST, 

ba in like Manner, as Mediator of the New, pre- 

Tuk. 13.5. vails with the Father to Spare the Barren Fig-Trec, 

Phil. 1.11. (viz, Man, who in his Unregenerate State, is Bar- 

bl ren of all the Fruits of Righteouſneſs, which are by 

li Jeſus Chriſt unto the Glory and Praiſe of God) until 

1 He hath made further Trial what it may be wrought. 

| unto, and whether, by the Methods of His Wiſdom 
and Grace, it may not be ſo far Changed and Re- 
newed, as to bring forth the Fruits of the Spirit, i 8 
unto the Glory of God, who is a Spirit; Let, I | 7 

ſay, even this Moſes, ſo great à Favourite of God., 
could not prevail with Him for a Full and Abſo- Fx 
lute Remiſſion of their Sin, ſo long as they remained d 
in any Meaſure under the Pollution of it, and un- 1 
cleanſed therefrom by a full and thorough Repen- 7 
| tance ; no, not although he interceeded upon na 0) 

0 lower Terms of Intreaty and Earneſtneſs, than be- pi 

ing blotted out of God's Book himſelf: No, No, 

Maſes had walked with God, and anſwered the Re- 

| ©" + quirings 
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quirings of the Grace received from Him, and fo was 
not in a State to which Reprobation was due in the 
Eternal Decree of God: The Iſraelites on the con- 
trary had grievouſly ſinned againſt Him, and fo 
were not, ſo long as they continued there, in a State 
to which Election belonged in the Eternal Decree of 
God; and therefore all the Anſwer that Moſes could 
obtain of Him, in Relation to them, was that afore- 
mention'd, Vhoſocver bath Sinned, &c. which the 
Lord gives as a poſitive and deciſive Anſwer, where- 
with Moſes himſelf alſo muſt reſt content: For he 
ſupercedes all further Interceſſion for them at pre- 
ſent,, by ſubjoining immediately hereunto, an In- 
junction upon Moſes, to lead the People forward, 
ſaying, Therefore now go, lead the People unto the Ch. 32. 
Place, of which I have ſpoken unto thee > Behold Wer. 34. 
mine Angel ſhall go before thee Nevertheleſs in 
the Day when I viſit, I will viſit their Sin upon 
them ; and it is added in the next Verſe, That the ver: ,5, 
Lord. Plagued the People' becauſe they made the Calf 

which Aaron ade. So the People were ſtill kept in 

a State of Probation, under the Chaſtiſing Hand of 

God, who intermixed Judgment with Mercy, and 
Mercy with Judgment, that (if it might have been 

by any Means; which His Wiſdom ſaw meet to make 

Uſe of towards them, in that Diſpenſation) He 
might have brought them to the Land He had Pro- 
miſed to their Fathers: Yet in the Command He 

now gives to Hoſes and them, to depart hence, and 

go up thither, he ſaith, I wil! not go wp in the midſt Ch. 47, 
of thee, for thou art a Stiffnecked People; leſt I con- Ver. 3. 

ſume thee in the Way, Whereupon it is ſaid, That Ver. 

when the People heard theſe Evil Tidings, they Aour - 
ed, end no Man did put en his Ornaments, This they 
did in Obedience to the Lord's Command.; for the 
Lord had ſaid unto Moſes, Say unto the Children of Iſrael, 
Te are a Stiffnecked People; | will come up into the midſt 
of thee in a Moment, and conſume thee ; therefore gow 
put off thy Ornaments from thee, that I may know waat 


ts do unto thee, that is, (as ſaith the Marginal Note) 
Os F | that 


Ver, 5 
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that either I may ſhew Mercy if ye Repent, or elſe 
1 Puniſh your Rebellion. Well, at this Time they 
Ver. 6. obey'd the Voice of the Lord, and ffript themſelves 
4 of their Ornaments by the Mount Horeb: And after 
this, when Moſes was entred into the Tabernacle, 
he ſaid unto the Lord, with Regard to this Com- 
* mand, he had ſo lately received, of leading the Peo- 
ver. 12, ple up to the Land of Promiſe, See thou ſayeſt unto 
13. me, Bring up this People; and thou haſt not let ne 
1 Anow whom thou wilt ſend with me; yet thou haſt ſaid 
I know thee by Neme, and thou haſt alſo found Grace 
in my Sight : Now therefore I pray thee, if I have found 
Grace in thy Sight, ſhew me now thy Way, that I may 
know thee, that I may find Grace in thy Sight. See 


here the Nature and Tendency of the Spirit of 
Grace and Supplication in the Hearts of the Faithful 


and Obedient : Moſes who had known the Lord;and 
attained to ſo great a Degree of Friendſhip and Fa- 

In Verſe miliarity with him, as is before expreſſed, ſtill de- 
the 11th fires to know Him more fully ; and he who. found 
_ ci fo great Grace in his Sight, ſtill prays to find more 
= Grace; and that not for himſelf alone, but alſo for 
his Brethren and People, for whom he yet again in- 

Ver. 13. treats, faying, and Conſider that this Nation 1s tby 
People. The Lord gives him this Anſwer, My Pre- 

Ler. 14. ſence ſhall go with thee, and I. will give thee Reſt , 
| which was Anſwer full enough as to what he had 
asked on his own Behalf, but feeming to leave it 


doubtful whether the People were included in the - 
Favour granted, he reaſſumes it, in order, as it 


ſeems, to be further ſatisfied of the Lord's Mind 
with Reſpe& to them, and therefore ſtill conjoins 
them with himſelf in his further Expoſtulation upon 
Ver. 15, It, ſaying, If thy Preſence go not with me, carry us 
16. not up hence: For wherein ſhall it be known here, that 
I and thy People bave found Grace in thy Sight? Is it 
not in that thou goeſt with ? Yo ſhall we be ſepa- 
rated, I and thy People, from all the People that are 
i upon the Face of the Earth. In Anſwer to which, 
I. + ver. 17, the Lord ſaid unto . Moſes, I will do this Thing = 
Poon ; that 
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that thou haſt ſpoken ; for thou haſt found Grace in 
my Sight, and I know thee by Name. So here he ob- 
tains for the People as well as himſelf, the Promiſe 
of the Lord's Gracious Preſence to go with them, 
. — he 25 ſaid before, oy He would _ 17 — 3. 
up in the Midſt of them, unleſs it were in Way 0 * 
9—·[˖[7 and to frm wo them. What ſhould be mpared 
the Reaſon of this, but that the Lord ſeeing the 
People were now humbling themſelves, and drawing 
nearer to Him by Repentance and Obedience, was 
thereupon willing on His Part, to draw nearer unto P 
them, in the Promiſe of His Grace and Favour. 
Moſes had before beſought him to forgive their Sin, 
and could not prevail ; but the Lord threatned to 
| viſit their Sin upon them; which alſo he did, and 
plagued them for it; and moreover ſent a Meſſage 
unto them by Moſes, who from Him was to ſay un- 
to them, Te are a Stiffnecked People; 1 will come up Ver. 8. 
into the Midſt of thee, and . thee + Therefore 
now put off thy Ornaments from thee, that I may 
| Anow what to do unto thee. This Meſſage Moſes had 
now delivered unto (and I doubt not, but he had 
alſo with ſuitable Caution and Exhortation, ſet it 
home upon) the People; who upon the hearing of 
it humbled themſelves, - Mourning and ſtripping them- ver. 14. 
ſelves of their Ornaments, according to God's Command, aud 6, 
whereby they ſeem to have ſtood in a Paſſive Reſignation 
unto Him, to be diſpoſed of according to the Good Plea- 
Sure of His Will, whether unto Life or Death. This 
humble, obedient, and reſigned Frame of Spirit, the 
Lord accepts for the preſent, (O happy People, had 
they always continued herein) and upon Moſes's 
next Intetceſſion, ſhews himſelf in a good Meaſure 
\ reconciled, by promiſing His Gracious Preſence to 
go along with them : Which obtained, Moſes grows 
in his Confidence of God's Favour, and adds one 
Petition more, ſaying unto the Lord, I beſeech thee, ver. 18. 
hero me thy Glory; to which the Lord's Anſwer was, 
1 will make all my Goodneſs paſs before thee, and I will Ver. 19, 
proclaim the Nan of the . before thee; and * 
* 22 c 
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be Gracious to whom ] will be Gracious, and will fhew Sa 
Mercy to whom I will ſhew Mercy. And who they are 101 
to whom He will be Gracious, and to whom He will gr 
ſhew Mercy, the Inſtances before us in a Special G1 
Manner declare: Unto Hoſes who had walked with Ct 
Him 1n the Grace already received, anſwering the A 
Requirings of it he all along ſhewed himſelt Gracious, m 
in granting him the Petitions he asked upon his own H 
ſingle Account; and to the People alſo now humb- tl 
Jed under his Hand, and returning unto him that t. 
{mote them, he ſheweth Mercy, and promiſeth His {1 
| Preſence ſhall go with them, So that theſe Words, t. 
I will be Gracious, &c. conſider d with Reſpedt to D 
the Occaſion on which, and the Perſon to whom E 


they were ſpoken, ſeem naturally to reſolve them- 
ſelves into this Senſe, viz. That God will be Gracious 
to the Faithful and Obedient, and will ſhew Mercy ts 
the Humble and Penitent, and this Univerſally, with- 
out Reſpect of Perſons. Which is a Truth ſo plen- 
tifully ſet forth in Multitudes of other Scriptures, 
as I ſaid before, that it is no Wonder at all, to ſee 
this which proceeded from the ſame Spirit, concur- 
ring in the Sweeteſt Harmony with them; but ra- 
ther a Wonder (ſettipg aſide the Serpentine Subtilty 
of Man's Fallen Wiſdom) how any Thing ſhould be 
picked out of it, in Favour of an Abſolute Election 
of Particular Ferſons, without Reſpect to the Good or 
Evil of their Doings ,, to which it is ſcarce conceiva- 
ble how any Thing could be uttered more oppofite. 
And that this 1s the Senſe of the Place, is further 
apparent out of what follows; for it is ſpoken to 
 Mojes here only by Way of Promiſe, of what the 
Lord would Proclaim on the Morrow, when He 
ſhould cauſe His Goodneſs to paſs before him, but the 
Proclamation it ſelf is not to be ſeen till the next 
Chap. 34, Chapter, where we read, That Moſes roſe up early in 
Ver. 4. the Morning, and went up unto Mount Sinai, as the 
Ver. 5. 62Lotd commanded him; And the Lord deſcended in the 
Tf Cloud, and paſſed by before him, and Proclaimed the 
Lud, the Lord God, Aerciful and Gracious, Long- 


Suffering, 
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Suffering, and abundant in Goodneſs and Truth; Reep= 
ine Mercy Fr Thouſands, Forgiving Iniquity, Tranſ- 
gre ſſion and Sin, and that will by no Means clear the 
Guilty; Viſiting the Iniquity of the Fathers upon the 
Children, untothe Third, and to the Fourth Generation. 
As the Lord had before promiſed, that He would 
make all His Goodneſs to paſs before Moſes, fo here 
He Proclaims the ſame in an Univerſal Manner 
there being no State or Condition incident to any of 
the Race of Mankind, during the Day of their Vi- 
ſitation, and of His Long-Suffering and Forbearance 
towards them, unto which this Proclamation of His 
Name, or Deſcription of His Gracious, Loving, and 
Beneficient Nature and Diſpoſition does not extend. 
He begins indeed with His Sovereignty, Proclaim- 
ing Himſelf, The Lord, and the Lord God, or the 
Supream Almighty Governour, whoſe Dominion is 
over all, being ſuch an One as in Point of Power, 
Authority, and Majeſty, has none above Him, none 
equal to Hin, nor any to be compared with Hin; 
an Attribute proper to ſtrike the deepeſt Awe upon 
the Conſciences of His Subjects, and cauſe them to 
bow down before Him with the profoundeſt Reve- 
rence and moſt humble Submiſſion to His Royal 
Pleaſure, But then that their Homage and Service 
may be no leſs Free and Chearful, than Profound, 
He ſets himſelf forth in ſuch Characters of Benignit 
and Goodneſs, as are very ſuitable to draw fort 
ſuch Obedience from them, which is no more than 
their Reaſonable Service to Him, on whoſe Bounty 
depend all their preſent Enjoyments, and all their 
Hopes for the future; as F:x&, That He is Merciful, 
which ſets forth His Goodneſs to Sinners in General, 
on whom He waits to be Gracious, and ftretcheth 
forth His Hand all the Day long, ſaying, Turn ye at 
my Reproof, and I will pour out my Spirit unto you. 
Seconaly, Gracious, that's His Goodneſs to Saints in 
General, who are made Partakers of His Grace, and 
receive Grace for Grace. Thirdly, Long Suffering, 
that's His Goodneſs manifeſted to Sinners, even in 
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the Courſe of their Sinning, yet in order to lead 
them to Repentance. Fourthly, Abundant in Good- 
neſs and Truth, that's more eſpecially His Goodneſs 
to Saints Perſevering and keeping Covenant with 
Him, who in a more abundant Meaſure do know 
both His Truth in keeping Covenant with them, 


through the Holy Spirit of Grace and Conſolation. 
After this, He Proclaims Himſelf 2 God keeping 

Mercy for Thouſands, which muſt be underſtood of 

ſuch as having been Sinners, ſhall yet in due Time, 


and keep His Commandments, for theſe are they 
unto whom He ſheweth Mercy; and they for whom 
He keepeth Mercy ; and they unto whom He ſheweth 
Mercy, muſt needs be the ſame : He keepeth Mercy 
* them unto whom He will ſhew it; He ſheweth 
ercy unto them, for whom He hath kept it : He 
keepeth Mercy for them until they come to Love 
Him, and keep His Commandments : He ſheweth 
Mercy unto them when they do ſo. So that where- 
as He had ſaid before to Moſes, I will have Mercy on 
whom I will have Mercy, here (I mean) in theſe Words 
compared with thoſe in Chap. 20. Fer. 5, 6. we 
have it-in Effect declared who they are, namely, 
See alſo Thoſe that Love Him, and Keep His Commandments : 
Pſal. For thoſe Words and theſe are ſo near alike, or the 
*7, 1% ſame, that the latter cannot well be look'd upon as 
ſpoken otherwiſe than with Alluſion to the former; 


True and Proper Expoſition of theſe, 
Then He Proclaims himſelf a God forgiving Ini- 
quiy, Tranſgreſſon and Sin; which muſt refer to the 


He will by no Means Clear the Guilty, that is, whilſt 
his Impenitency continues his Guilt upon him : And 
. both the one and the other of theſe is confirmed by 
Prov. 28, that Saying of the Wiſe King, He that covereth His 
13. _ Sins ſhall not Praſper; but whoſo confeſſeth and for- 

Saketh them, ſhall baue Mercy. | 


Finally, 


and His Goodneſs flowing forth into their Boſoms, 


be converted from Sin unto God, ſo as to Love Him, 
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and therefore thoſe may very well be taken for a ' 


enitent; for the following Words declare, That 
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Finally He Proclaims himſelf a God Viſiting the, 
Iniquity of the Fathers upon the Children, unto the Third 
and to the Fourth Generation, which is alſo to be un- 
derſtood of the Generations of them that Hate Him, 
(according to Chap. 20. Ver. 5.) or the Wicked Chil- 
dren of Wicked Parents. And theſe Two laſt Clauſes 
ſet forth His Purity, Juſtice, Severity, &c. no leſs 
clearly than the: foregoing do His Mercy, Clemency, 
Compaſſion, Ec. But neither the one nor the other, 
afford any Thing towards the. Support of the No- 
tion of an Eternal Decree of Elefion and Reprobation 
of Particular Ferſons, without Regard to the Good or 
Evil of their Doings ; the Lord therein Proclaiming 
unto Moſes, divers of His Glorious Attributes, as 
Mercy, Grace, Long: Suffering, &c. without any 
Mention of the Objects towards whom they are ex- 
erciſed, or under what Terms and Qualifications 
they muſt come, in order to partake of the Bleſſed 
Influences and Effects of thoſe Attributes; therefore 
theſe muſt be ſought in other Scriptures, according 
to what the Aſembly themſelves have laid down for 
a Rule of Interpretation, namely, That when there Confer, 
** 18 a Queſtion about the True and full Senſe of any Chap. 1. 
* Scripture, it muſt de ſearched and known by o- & 9+ 
* ther Places that ſpeak more clearly; and I 
know of none that ſpeak more clearly, than thoſe 
I have adduced for the Expounding of Thzs, nor 
| what could be ſpoken more clearly, though many 
others might be added, that ſpeak. to the ſame Pur- 
| poſe with theſe afore-cited, no leſs clearly than theſe 
| ' do. And thus I have traced theſe Words, I will Rom. .. 
have Mercy, &c. up to their Original, or Firſt Ut- xc, * 
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- terance, from the Mouth of the Lord himſelf, and 28 

2 therein conſidered to whom, on what Occaſion, and 

* in what Manner they were delivered; and under all 

| theſe Views, find nothing in them, favouring ſuch a 
; an Abſolute Decree as is by ſome ſo eagerly contend» a 


ed for from them. 
] have berore ſhewed, that the Election the Apoſtle 
is treating of N this Chapter, was not Perſonal but 
N ü National, 
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National, viz. of the whole Jyaelitiſß Nation, unto 
certain National and Temporal Priviledges : Divers 
of theſe the Apoſtle mentions in the Beginning of 
this Chapter, as the Adoption, the Glory, &c. which 
were indeed Special or Peculiar Priviledges, whereby 
the Jews had mnch the Advantage every Way of 
the Gentiles, the Circumciſion of the Uncircumci ſton : 
Yea, even in Relation to their Eternal Salvati- 
on, or future Happineſs in the World to come, it 
may be granted that they were greatly conducive 
to the Promotion thereof, to all ſuch as made a right 
Uſe of them; yet did they not neceſſarily and ab- 
ſolutely import the ſame to all that had them, nor 
a peremptory Eccluſion therefrom, to all or any that 
had them not. That they did not the former, is 
plain from what the Apoſtle ſaith of many of them, 
1 Cor. 10. 28 namely, That they were overthrown in the Vilder- 
5. neſs for their Diſobedience and Rebellion, and that 
Heb. 3. 7. they could not enter into their Promiſed Land of Reſt, 
e becauſe of Unbelief, (no, not ſo much a in the Type, 

How much leſs can any Unbelievers or Diſobedient, en- 

Chap. 11. Ter into that Better and Heavenly Country, which 7s 
16. the Subſlance or Antitype?) And that they did not 
| the latter, is plain from the Apoſtle Peter's Aſſer- 
Acts 10. tion, That God 3s no Reſpedter of Perſons; but in 


. 34. 35. every Nation, he that feareth God, and worketh Righte- 


ouſneſs, is accepted with Him; of which Acceptance, 
Cornelizs was an Eminent Example, However the 
Apoſtle, from what he had ſaid before of God's 
Electing Jacob, or Iſrael hereunto freely, without 
any Antecedent Merit of his, and paſſing by E/az, 
Rom, 9. Very aptly concludes, So then it is not of hin that 


td. Willeth, nor of hin that Runneth, but of God that 


ſheweth Mercy: For all the Good, that Man, now 
fallen, receives at the Hand of God, is of His Mercy, 
whether it reſpe&s the inward and immediate Viſi - 
tations of His Grace, or the Outward and Inſtru- 
mental Diſpenſations of it; and not of Man's Willing 
or Running, who has no Power to do either acceptably, 
bat as be is enabled tbęreunto of the Free 8 and 

: ; race 
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Grace of God: And therefore he that hath received 
but One Talent, is indebted to the Grace and Mercy 


of God for it; and he that has received Five, or 1 
Ten, is indebted to the ſame Mercy for all i 1 


and has no more to boaſt of, or glory in toward: 
God, than the other. Howbeit, although the ſeve- 
ral Talents, or Degrees of Grace, be given unto Men 
of the Free Mercy and Goodneſs: of God, without 
Man's Deſerving, yet that hinders not but that the 
Improvement, or Neglect of thoſe Gifts, is of thoſe 
to whom they are ſeverally given, and the Condem- 
nation of the Unfaithful Servant is not becauſe he 
bath not received a Talent, but in that he hath not im- 
prov'd it. Su 55 | | | 

8. 5. From the Objects of God's Mercy, or thoſe 
on whom He hath ſaid, He will have Mercy, the 
Apoſtle proceeds to the Objects of His Wrath, whom 
he is ſaid to harden; giving Inſtance thereof in 


Pharaob, unto whom the Scripture faith, Even for Ver; 17 


this ſame Purpoſe have I raiſed thee up, that I might 
eto my Power in thee, and that my Name might be 
declared throug bout all the Earth: Whence ſome have 
concluded (Reafoning with themſelves, but not 
aright,) that God Created Pharaoh, and Creates all 
the Reprobate, on Purpoſe to deſtroy them; as if 
God's Power could be ſhewed, and His Name decla- 
red no other Way ; whereas to Build, and to Plant, 
upon a right Conſideration, will appear more Emi - 
nent Inſtances both of Power and Glory, than to 
Pull down and Deſtroy; and though Men's Salvation 
be Originally of God, yet their Deſtruction is Ori- 


ginally of the Devil, and then of themſelves, who 


will not be Reclaimed by the Grace of God from 
thoſe Evil Courſes, which are the very Way that 
leads to it: And our Apoſtle, in this very Chapter, 
confutes that Notion of Men's being Created for that 
Purpoſe, or Abſolutely Fore-Ordained thereunto be- 


fore they were ſo, where he declares, Thar God endu- Vet. . 


red them, whom be calls Veſſels of Wrath, fitted to 
Veſtruction, with much Long-Suffering 3 which Long- 
2 6G Suffering, 
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Suffering or Patience, muſt be ſuppoſed to have been 
exerciſed towards them, while they were ſo fitting, 
If at any Time: But if they were Created for that 
Purpoſe, or Abſolutely Fore-Ordained to that End, 
there could be no Patience, no Endurance, nor 
Long: Suffering in the Caſe on God's Part, ſeeing 
Things had then been going on according ta the Deſire 
of His own Heart, all the While they wereſo fitting 
or preparing: For what proves any one's Patience, 
or is an Exerciſe to his Forbearance, be the Seaſon 
of his ſuffering it longer or ſhorter, is always ſome- 
thing greatly Offenſive, Irkſom and Provoking, 
or at leaſt in ſome Degree, ungrateful and diſplea- 
ſing to him who endures it: And ſo Sin, whereby 
} Men are made fit for Deſtruction, is unto God, who 
. hates it, and is provoked unto Wrath by it, ſo that 
P.. 5. 4, 5, He is ſaid, To be angry with the Wicked every Day; 
W 6, 7, 11. which he could have no Reaſon for, if he had Ab- 
ſolutely Fore-Ordained them to Deſtruction as their 
End, and as Abſolutely * pyonns” Sin as the 
Means to accompliſh that En 
ſay, It « Reaſonable with God to be Angry that Things 
go on juſt as He would bave them, and in the very 
Self-Jame Courſe that He Appointed and Ordained for 
them, before they had à Being; Yea, From all Eternity, 
and that Abſolutely, 2 „ and Unchangeably. 

But if ſuch, and ſo Abſolute were the Decree of 
God concerning Men's Deſtruction, then would their 
Deſtruction as well as their Sins, be of God, as the 
Firſt and Chief Cauſe and Author thereof, which 
14 God diſclaims, charging it upon Men themſelves: 
Hol. 13.9. He ſaid unto I/rael of Old, O Iſrael zhou haſt deſiroyed 
N thy ſelf : And with no leſs Truth it may be ſaid of 


4 Pharaoh, and all others that periſh, that their De- 
Wild. 1. Hruction is of themſelves : For God made not Death 
2, 13,16. (Viz. in the firſt Structure of Things) neither bath 
He Pleaſure in the Deſtruftion of the Living; but Un- 
god Men ſought Death in the Error of their Life, 
and called it to them with their Words, and pulled De- 
ſtruction upon themſelves with the Works of e 

| ; an Ss, 


; unleſs any will 
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Hands, 1. e. the Works of Sin, for thoſe are the 
Works which their own Hands have wronght, the 
Hand of the Lord not working with them: For 
God's Works are all in Righteouſneſs, which is im- 
mortal, and brings Deſtruction upon none: But 
Death and Deſtruction is the Wages of Sin, which 
is none of the Works of God, but of the Devil, who 
ſeeks to deſtroy the Work of God, by tempting Men 
into Sin, wherein his Servants have ever ſerv'd Him 
from the Beginning of the World, and received 
Death for their Wages; and ſo through the Envy of Wild. 2. 
the Devil came Death into the World, and they that 24. 
bold of his Side do find it: But God loveth all the Ch. 11.24. 
Things that are of His own Creation, and abhorreth == 
nothing which Heehath made: For never would He | 
have made any Thing, if He bad hated it. : 
And hence we may certainly conclade, that He 48 
made not Pharaoh, nor any other, on Purpoſe for il 
Dieſtruction, nor hated any, until they had incur- | 1 
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red His Diſpleaſure, by Sinning againſt him; and 1 
even after they had done ſo, He bare them with much Rom. 2.4. 
Long Suffering, that ſo His Goodneſs might have led Numb. 165 
them to Repentance, and ſo to Salvation : For He 2622.27. 16. 4 
- the God of the Spirits of All Fleſh ; all Souls are His Yn * 1 
and becauſe He i Lord of All, it maketh Him to be 16. with {| 
Gracious unto All ; and becauſe He i Gracious unto Acts 10. 
All, therefore for a Seaſon He ſpareth All, though 34:25, 365. 
they have Sinned, and Chaſteneth them by little and 8 1 
little, and warneth them, by putting them in Remem- 20 andi 
\l- brance wherein they have offended ; that leaving their EY 
Wickedneſs, they may believe on Him, and ſo be de- 4 
livered from their Malice by Him, who by thus Execu- ; 
ting His Fudgments upon them by little and little, 
giveth them Time and Place of Repentance. And that 1 
thus the Lord dealt even with this Pharaoh himſelf, 14 
is evident from the Hiſtory of him, recorded in the 4 
Book of Exodus, wherein it appears that the Lord 
ſent divers Meſſages to him, requiring him to let =. 
His Peeple go, before He began to Plague him at all; | 
and after. He had begun, * removed the ä 1 
| 2 18 | 
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his Suit, and ſent not any of them upon bim, until 
he had gone back from that Inclination to let His 
People go, which He had brought him into by his 
former Judgments. And therefore whereas the 
1 Apoſtle immediately after this Inſtance of Pharaoh, 
ver. 18. ſubjoins, Therefore bath He Mercy on whom He will 
FP ave Mercy, and whom he will he hardneth : This 
Hardening even from the Inſtance given, muſt be 
underſtood of ſuch asare firſt or laſt Stubborn and Re- 
fractory againſt the Lord's Requirings, as it is appa- 
rent Pharaoh was in a very high Degree, even until 
he provoked the Lord to deſtroy him. And though 
this came to paſs upon him after he was Created 
yet it was ſo far from being according to the End 
and Purpoſe of God in Creating, him, that it was 
quite contrary to that End, which he perverted by 
his Sins, and by his perſiſting and going on therein, 
againſt the Counſel and Call of God to forſake them, 
until he was hardened through the Deceitfulneſs 
thereof, and thereby fitted to Deſtruction ; whereas 
Shortcat. Man's Chief End, ” according to the Aſſembly 
Anſw. to themſelves, © Ts to Glorifie God, and to enjoy Him 
Firſt Que. “ for ever, which End no Impenitent Sinner can 
ever attain to; and therefore from hence we may 
conclude, that this Phraſe, 1 have Raiſed thee up, 
here applied unto Pharaoh, is not meant of his Cre- 


* PC. 146: Holy Scripture, yet I think not ſo frequently as it 
158am«2.8. is to denote a Perſon's or Peoples being Raiſed either 
Jam. s. 15. from a * Low and Afflicted, to a more Joyful and 
3 Proſperous Condition; or to ſome Eminent 1 Stati- 
2 Sim. 23. On, Office, or Employment; or elſe to ſome Signal 
2. with *, Enterprize, or Action, fo as to bear ſome No- 
eds 13. table Part, whether as an Agent or Patient, or both, 
22. in any extraordinary Scene of Affairs happening in 
3s. Amos the Courſe of Divine Providence. Of theſe Signi- 
2. 11. fications the Firſt ſeems not to be of any Conſidera- 
4 Ila. 41, tion in this Place; but the Second may, perhaps, 
2 55: 55˙ be not altogether unconcerned in it, and ſo I ſhall 
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ation; in which Senſe, if it be any where uſed in 
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It is ſaid of the former Pharaoh, that there aroſe 
2 New King over Egypt, that is, he aroſe to the 


Kingdom, or was raiſed up to the Throne of Egypt; 
He aroſe, is but a like Phraſe in the Active, as the 
other uſed by the Apoſtle, is in the Paſſive z and 


therefore of him alſo it might be ſaid, That God 


raiſed him up, inaſmuch as in the Courſe and Series 
of His Providence, he furniſh'd him with Pow- 
er and Opportunity to ariſe to that Height of 
Worldly Grandeur, Now it is much more tole- 


rable to underſtand the Phraſe in this Senſe, of his 


being raiſed up to the Kingdom and Throne of Egypt, 
than of his Creation or Production into the World, 
eſpecially if the following Words, | That I might ſhew 
my Power in thee |, In bear no other Interpretation 
than to ſignifie God's Power of deſtroying him: For 
that Men may be Judicially hardened, that is, in 
moſt Juſt and Righteous Judgment, forſaken of God, 
and left to fallow the Counſels of their own hard 
and impenitent Hearts, to their own Deſtruction, 
becauſe of their former Sins and Provocations, and 
eſpecially for refuſing to hearken to the Call of God, 
and reſiſting Him in his Strivings with them, in- 
wardly by His Spirit, and outwardly by the Diſ- 
penſations of His Providence, we do not deny; and 
that Pharaoh, even before his being raiſed up to the 
Kingdom, might have provoked the Lord thus to 
forſake and give him up, if not totally, yet in 
Meaſure or Degree, is neither impoſſible, nor much 
unlikely; for whether he were the Son of his Prede- 
ceſſor, who ordered the Male- Children of 1/-ae! to be 
Slain, or One of his Princes, Nobles, or Officers, 
(as ſuch by Uſurpation or otherwiſe, have not ſel- 
dom aſcended the Thrones of their Sovereigns) he 
ſeems no unlikely Perſon to have been an Agent 
ſome how or other in the Execution of that Wicked 
and Cruel Edict: But as the Sacred Hiſtory is Silent 
herein, we have no ſufficient Ground wherean to 
advance this into a Poſitive Aſſertion; and there- 
fore the Third and laſt Signification is, thay worn Jl 
. £118 
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Some Conſiderations on 


ſnall chiefly take notice of for the clearing of this 
Scripture. Whatever Pharaoh was, or had done to 
ſtir up the Anger of the Lord againſt him, before 
he came to the Kingdom, it is certain he did enough 
to that Purpoſe afterwards; for he not only conti- 
nued the Cruel Oppreſſion of his People, begun hy 
the former King, but increaſed the ſame, So that 


23,24, 25; that their Cry came up unto God, who heard their 
n Groaning, and remembring His Covenant with. their 
12.5. Fathers, Abraham, Iſaac and Jacob, looked upon them 
and 7. 6. with an Eye of Pity and Compaſſion, and had Reſpect 
and 9. 18. Anto them in their Affictian, ſo as to ariſe for 86x 
19, 20% Deliverance. And the Time of his Ariſing on this 
Account, was alſo the Time ofghis Raiſing up Pha- 
raoh to Stand before Him in Judgment, or while he 
Judged him, (as he had long before told his Servant 


See Gen. Abraham, That He would Fudge that Nation) and 


auſe of his Wickedneſs and Cruelty, in Perſe- 
citing and Oppreſſing his People. 
Now the Time was come that he would ſpare him 
no longer, but _— him as it were openly upon 
the Stage, and raiſe him up as a Monument to fu- 
ture Ages, of his Juſt Indignation and Vengeance; 
thereby ſetting him forth to all Earthly Powers, 
. Wherever his Story ſhould reach, for an Example 
of Caution and Warning , how they abuſe their 
Power to the Oppreſſion of his People; ſeeing that 
in ſo doing, they Riſe up and Fight againſt Him, 
who is able to throw down the Mightieſt of them 
from their Seats, and againſt whom there 1s no pre- 
_ vailing ; but who will ſurely make them know in 
the End, That there is One Migbtier than rhey, and 
that in the Thing wherein they deal proudly (as 
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to do) He is, and will be above them. 

This was his Controverſie with Pharaoh, whoſe 
Will and Power ſhould bear Sway, His, or Pharaob s; 
Whether of them ſhould be Lord, and have the Rule 
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Exod. 2. they Sigbed by Reaſon of the Bondage, and ſo cried, 


in the Uſe of their Power too many of them are apt 


and, 


15713, 14. —.— with him by mighty Signs and Wonders, 
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 raoh's Part, who hereupon riſes higher in his Rebel» 
lion againſt God, and Oppreſſion of God's People 


Election and Reprobation. 49 
and Dominion, He, or Pharaoh : The Lord ſends 
his Prophet to Pharaoh, to demand his Right of Ho- 
mage and SubjeQion from him, in a particular In- 
ſtance, wherein he had incroached upon God's Do- 
minion, holding his own Peculiar People in Bondage, 


Thus ſaith the Lord God of Iſrael, Let my People go, Exod. 5. | 
that they may bold a Feaſt to me in the Wilderneſs. 1, 2. 


Pharaoh replies, Who is the Lord, that I ſhould o 
Hi: Voice, to let Iſrael go? I know not the Lord, nei- 
ther will J let Iſrael go. By this Anſwer Phar aob 
diſcovers himſelf to be a Proud and Obſtinate Rebel 
againſt God, whom he would not own for his Lord, 
whom he was to obey, nor acknowledge to have 
any Right of Rule and Dominion over him ; and 
hence is manifeſt the Reaſon why the Lord, in di- 
vers of the Meſſages he ſends to him by Moſes, to 


* 


forewarn him of the enſuing Plagues, tells him, 1» Chap. 7. 


this thou ſhale know tha TI am the Lord, Behold, 17. 

will ſmite upon the Waters that are in the River, and 

they ſhall be turned into Blood. And again, Let my Chap. 8. 
People go, that they may ſerve me, elſe if thou wilt 20, 21, 22. 
not let my People go, Bebold 1 will ſend Swarms of 

Flies — to the end that thou mayſt know that 1 am the 

Lord in the Midſt of the Earth; And again — that Chap. 9. 
thou mayſi know that there is none like me in all the 14. 
Ezrth, i. e. in Power and Might: And to the ſame 
Purpoſe is what Moſes ſaith to Pharaob, when Pha- 

raoh ſues to him for the Removal of the Plagues, as 

Be it according to thy Word, that thou mayſt know, that Chap. 8. 


there is none like unto the Lord aur God; And again, 10. 


— that thou mayſt know, bow that the Earth is the 
Lords. So here we have the Subject of the Contro- 
verſie; and here's the Beginning of it; the Lord 
makes a Demand of his own Right upon Fharaab; 
Pharaoh obſtinately refuſes to comply therewith , 
fo the Breach is widened, and open War is, as it 
were, Proclaimed on both Sides; and not only Pro- 
claimed in Words, but Proſecuted in Deeds en Pha- 


Chap. 9. 
29. 


and 
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Some Conſiderations on 
and peculiar Subjects, whom he not only unjuſtly 
detains in Bondage and Slavery, but now alſo in- 
creaſes the ſame, Requiring of them Brick without 
Straw, &c. This Stubborn, Rebellious Temper and 
Carriage of Pharaoh the Lord foreſaw, and fore- 
ſhewed unto Moſes how He had determined to Plague 
him for it, in ſuch Manner as to make him Filling to 
let His People go: So that the Lord knew, when He 
was about to ſend his firft Meſſage to Pharaoh, that 
he ſhould thereby Raiſe up unto himſelf an Adver- 
fary, who would not bow nor yield Obedience to 
His Declared Will and Command of letting His 
People go, until he were ſubdued as it were by main 
Force : And to this Period he ins to refer, when 
he ſaith unto Pharaoh, For this Cauſe bave I arr 
thee up, for to ſhew in thee my Power, &c. which is 
the Text cited by the Apoſtle, and was ſpoken to 
Pharaoh in the Meſſage ſent unto him after the Plague 
of Boils, which was the Sixth in Order of Suc- 
 ceſhon, els 5 
And it is here to be noted, that though the Apoſtle 
in his Citation varies the Phraſe, ſay ing, I have 
Rajſed thee up, yet in this Place of Exodus, the Mar- 
ginal Reading after the Hebrew Text, has it thus, 
I have made thee Stand, which may therefore help to 
explain the other. Now it is certain, that if the 
Lord, upon the firſt Inſtance of Pharaoh's Rebellion 
againſt the Meflage ſent him by the Hand of Moſes, 
had Cut him off, and not made him to Stand, or 
given him Power to ſubſiſt, while He was Pleading 
with him by all thoſe mighty Signs and Wonders 
in Judgment, which He afterwards executed upon 
him, then had not His Power (as well as Wiſdom, 
Juſtice, &c.) been ſo Signally, ſo Eminently, and 
Conſpicuouſly ſhewed, nor His Name in ſuch Won- 
derful Manner declared, as now it is, and will be, 
from this Example of Pharaoh, to the World's End 
in all Nations and Places wherever the Records o 


the Holy Scriptures are, or fþall come to be known | 
And 


and received. 
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leclion and Reprobation. 
And ſeeing it was for this End and Purpoſe, that 
God made him to Stand, or Subſiſt, while he was 
judging him, who can doubt but that for the ſame 
nd he Rai ſed him up, and brought him on the 


Stage ſo publickly to be Judged, as it were, before 
alt the Nations round about, who could not in all 


Likehhood but ſaon hear of theſe Extraordinary 
and Miraculous Tranſactions? And hence we may 


ſee theſe Two Phraſes | I have made thee Stand] and 


[ I have Raiſed thee up] though they vary a little 
trom each other, yet as to the main End and. De- 
ſign of them, do perfectly agree and center in One, 
and otherwiſe indeed we cannot ſuppoſe, that the 
Spirit of God, which guided the Apoſtle's Pen, would 
have taken up and uſed the latter Expreſſion as 
equivalent with the former. And how did the Lord 


hereby ſhew His Power? Let us confider that: Was 


it meerly His Power of Overthrowing and Deſtroy- 


ing Pharach and his Servants ? No ſurely: He ſhew- 


ed His Power in divers other Reſpects, as Fir, The 
Power of His Patience, Long-Suffering, and Merci- 


ful Forbearance, and that even towards very Pre- 


ſumptuous and Obſtinate Offenders. Pharavh's Reply 
to God's Firſt Meſſage by Moſes, Who is the Lord, 
that I ſhoald Obey Hus Voice, &c. ſufficiently diſ- 
covers to what Height of Pride, Obſtinacy and 
Preſumption he was grown at that Time, ſo that he 
ſeems as One Ripe for Deſtrafion; yet even with 


him how deliberately doth the Lord proceed, ſend- 


ing His Judgments gradually upon him, warning 
him of them before they were execnted, removing 
them upon his ſuing for their Removal, expoſtula- 


ting with him in the Intervals of them, ſaying, Exod. 9. 
As yet Exalteſt thou thy ſelf againſt my People, that 17,18, 19. 


thou wilt not let them go ? Behold, to Morrow, 1 will 
caaſe it to Rain a very Grie vous Hail — Send there- 


fore and gather thy Cattel, &c. And again, How Ch +2. 3. 


long wilt thou refuſe to humble thy ſelf before me 2 
Let my People go, that they may ſerve me. So that 
as to that Phraſe of God's Hardening Pharaoh's Heart, 

| H | which 


; - 
4 o 
5 
T9 
if 
1} 
14 
i 
{ 
* 
+ 
j 1 


— 
— 
— * * L 
— —— - * 
- we > — 
— — 
_ < - nd 6 Y 


-- 
— 


. ˙* CE DT. I0e9 
- - 9224244 „ a + 


DEED 
— — 


3 
. * - 
= 


—— er 3A. 


— —-— 


Ages 


__ _ 4 
* 8 
a 


1 
"ot 
4 
il 
* 
if 
i 
145 
i 
i} 1 


3 Ts 
Sx * 1 
e 


= 
22 
X 


py 1 6.7%. 
„ — 1 an 
a - 


——— <4 
— — 14 —— — — 
* PID 
* 3 
4 ods anditte- — a 
— * 


» | 
——ũ— — — 


Fo? ———— 


PO 
. n 
3 JV = 
A — 
. ——_ -* + 


* 


A 
re) 


— Dt 


Some Conſiderations on 


which ſome infiſt ſo much upon, it may appear 
plainly to any unbyaſs'd Peruſer of this Hiſtory, 
that God's Part in this Hardening, was no more 


than giving him up to that Hardneſs which he. 
. wilfully choſe, and that after the Lord had uſed 


Means to ſoften his Heart, and bend bim to a Com- 
pliance with His Declared Will and Command, of 


_ Letting His People go. . 
And hereby in the next Place, was made manifeſt 
the Power of God's Juſtice and Righteous Judg- 


ment ; for by how much the more Notorious was 


the Rebellion and Wickedneſs of Pharaoh and his 


Servants, by ſo much the more apparent was the 
Juſtice and Righteouſneſs of God, in Judging, Con- 
demning, and Plaguing him and them in that ex- 


Rer. 18.3. traordinary Manner. Of Rabylon it is ſaid, Strong 


is the Lord God, who Judgeth Her ;. that is, He is 


Strong, Mighty, and Powerful in Judgment: Hs 


Hol, 6. 5. Judgments are as the Light that goeth forth, Strong 


and Clear, carrying Conviction to every Eye, like 


the Sun Shining in his Strength, and thereby cau- 
ſing even the Condemned themſelves to confeſs to 
the Righteouſneſs thereof; which was here the Caſe 
of Pharaoh himſelf; when his Heart was ſomewhat 
bowed and ſoftned, and the Eye of True Diſcerning 
a little opened in Him, then he was conſtrained by 
the Force and Evidence of Conviction, to ſay, 


Exod. 9. I have Sinned : The Lord # ' Righteous, and I and 


my People are Wicked, And again, I have Sinned 


againji the Lord your God, and againſt you, now 


therefore forgive, 1 pray thee, my Sin only this once, 
and intreat the Lord your God, that He may take 
away from me this Death only: Nevertheleſs when 
theſe Plagues were removed, he yet again returned 
to his former, or greater Wickedneſs, Hardneſs and 
Blindneſs than before ; which cauſed the Lord fur- 
ther to Plague him with Darkneſs, and the Death 
of all the Firſt Born of Egypt, yea, and at laſt, to 
ſhew His Power, in Overthrowing him, and all his 


Thus 


_ Hoſt, in the Red Sea. | 


Election and Reprobation. . 
Thus He ſhewed His Power upon Pharaoh and his 
A | Servants; and in all this He alſo ſhewed the Power 
„ | of His Love towards His own Choſen People, for 
ie | whoſe Sakes He aroſe to do it, and ſo to work their 
ie] Deliverance, through the Execution of His Righte- 
ed | ous Judgments on their Oppreſſors; and likewiſe the cog 3 
. Fower ef His Faithſulneſs in keeping Covenant, and . 204. 
of ¶ performing His Promiſe made to their Forefathers, 42, 43. 

8 Abraham, Iſaac, and Jacob, which Covenant and 1 Sam. 15. 
it Promiſe He now remembred : For the Strength of If- pd. | 
5- | rael will not Lie; but He will even be mindful of Hig © 1 
as Covenant. And thus we have ſeen in ſome Meaſure 
13 how God ſhewed His Power in Judging Phargoh, 
he and delivering His People ; which Power is His 
n Name that was thereby to be declared throughout 
X- | all the Earth, even the ſame Name which He after- Ex od. 34. 
7s | wards Proclaimed before Moſes, in the Top of Mount 520, To 
1s | Sinai: For there is ſcarce any (if there be any) of 


! 
| 
sis Attributes, mentioned in that Proclamation, 5 
"gs | which was not in ſome Sort diſplayed, either to- 
ke | wards His own People, or towards their Enemies, | 
a” in this Tranſaction with Pharaoh and the Ezyprians. Il 
to It any think it ſtrange, that we take Notice of it 
ſe the Exerciſe of God's Long Suffering, Mercy and It 
at | Forbearance towards Sinners, as Inſtances of His ; 
8 || Power, let them conſider that Moſes himſelf doth i 
Y || the ſame, upon Occaſion of the Jraelites Murmur- | 
Y, ing, when they heard the Evil Report made of the 

d Good Land, by the Ten Unbelicving Spies ; whereat 

ed | the Lord was ſo provoked, that He threatned to : 
'W ' ſmite them with the Peſtilence, and di ſinherit them; 
„which according to ſome Men's Sentiments of God's 1 
ke ſhewing His Power, would have been the Moſt Glo- 1 
en rious Demonſtration of it; but Moſes His Choſen, Pal. os. 
0 B who flood before Him in the Breach, to turn away His ** 1 
d Vratb, leſt He ſhould deſtroy them, ſeems to be of 
another Mind, while he thus pleads with, and in- 


th treats the Lord on their Behalf, ſaying, Now if rbou Exod. 14, 


to YN ſhalt Kill all this People as One. Man, then the Nations 13 | * 170 
us which bave heard the Fame of Thee, will ſpeak, ſay» 
us H 2 ing, 


Is 2 


Some Conſiderations on 


1 ing. Pecauſe the Lord was not able to bring, this Pro- 
4 ple into the Land which he Sware unto them, therefore T 
hath be Slain them in the Wilderneſs. And now, I it 

| beſeech thee, Let the Power of my Lord be Great, - 

according as thou baſt ſpoken, ſaying. Tbe Lord is ſu 

Long: Suffering, and of Great Mercy, Forgiving Ini- h1 

quity and 1ranſgreffion, —— Pardon, I beſeech thee, fr 

the Iniquity of this People, according to the Greatneſs } ſu 

of thy Mercy, and as thou baſt forgiven this People, a: 

from Egypt, even. until now. Let the Power of my 1 

Lord be Great, — Pardon the Iniquity of this People. — u 

Here we may fee Meſes thought the Power of God b 

would be Magnified, in His Pardoning the Iniquity Gl 

of His People : Poor Frail Man, Conſcious to him- C 

ſelf how apt he is to he hurried away of ſuch Paſ- h 

ſions as Anger, Revenge, Oc. is willing, as it were, te 

to make a Virtue of Neceſſity, and ſo accounts it I 

Matter of Praiſe in One to have Slain his Thou- & 

ſands, and another his Ten Thouſands. | t 

If God were minded to get Himſelf a Name this / 


Way, how eaſy. were it for Him to Cruſh Kingdoms 1 © 
in a Moment, and Nations in the Twinkling of an 
Eye? But He ſeems not to place ſo much of His 
Glory in that He is Mighty to Deſtroy, as in His 
being Mighty to Save, and on the Side of thole 
Attributes of Love, Mercy, Long Suffering, Gc. 
Fred. 33, Thus when Moſes beſought him to ſhew him his Glory, 
18, 19. His Anſwer was, I will make all my Goodneſs paſs be- 
Fore thee, as accounting that his Chiefeſt Glory: 
Not but that He hath Juſtice and Severity alſo, to 
Mew upon incorrigible Offenders, who will not be 
Reclaimed by the Methods. of His. Grace, Long- 
Suffering and Goodneſs ; but theſe. He never exer- 
ciſes without ſome Mixture of Mercy, unleſs after 
manifold, or very great and heinous Proyocations, 


as in the Caſe of Pharaoh, and other Notorious Of- 

fenders. | 
And now having conſidered. this Inſtance, of Pha- 
raob, according to the Relation given thereof in 
Holy Scrigture, I muſt confeſs, 1 dar ck Je, any 
ye SPE BLOG | 4010S 
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Election and Reprobatian. 
Thing in it, that upon a fair and impartial Con- 
ſtruction (taking the ſame entire; with all it's Cir- 
cumſtances and Relations) makes any Thing for 
ſuch an Abſolute and Irrelative Fore-Ordination. of 
him unto Deſtruction, as many would inter there- 
from; but much (yea, more than my preſent Lei- 
ſure will permit me to take Notice of) that makes 
againſt it. It is true that the Lord foretells unto 
Moſes, how that he would ſmite Egypt with all his d- + ||| 
Wonders, which he would do in the Midſt thereof; il 
but it follows not from thence that .there was not, | 
on the Part of Pharaoh and the Egypiians, a Moving 
Cauſe by Him foreſeen, upon the Account whereof 
he would ſo ſmite Egypr , for that Cauſe is alſo fore- 
told in the preceding Verſe, where the Lord ſaith, 
JI am ſure that the King of Egypt vill not let you Exod. 3. 
go, no, not by a Mighty Hand; then it follows as be- 11 
tore, I will ſme Egypt, Cc. and after that he will 
| let you go. So that the Stubbornneſs and Pertina- 
cious Obſtinacy of Pharaoh and his Servants in their 
Wickedneſs and Rebellion againſt God, was the 
4 apparent Cauſe why he ſmote them: Moſt of the Exod. 7. 
Plagues are-th:carned upon this Suppoſition expreſly, 2828 
: Thus ſaith the Lord, let my People go, that they. may. x _—_— 
Serve me; elſe if thou wilt not let my Feople go, but Ver. 20, 
x wilt hold them jlill, Behold 1 will 4 


| 2 1 0 ſo. and ſo; 21. and 
2 and all of them implicitly. God had now deter- Chap. 9+ 
: miĩned to deliver his People out of the Houſe, af Rag. *? 2: 3 


„ | J4gg, the full Time being. come, which he had: ſpo- 13. 4 C. 
be Ken of for that Purpoſe, to his Servant Abraham Gen. 16. 
„ their Forefather, and therefore all Powers that ſtood 13, 4+ 

in the Way to obſtruct this his. Deſign, muſteither 
bow in Submithon thereto, or be broken down be- 
.er : 1 Exod. 7.5. 
fore him, and made to know him tg be the Lord, Pial. 103, 
0 | whoſe: Kingdom Ruleth over all. Pharagh: reſiſted 19+ 
till he was broken, but bad he bowed. he need not 
* have been broken; or if one Plague had been. ſuf- 
in ficient to bom him, he need not have. had two ſent 


| upon him; if two had wrought that Effect, he need 
my Rare ad ten. His Anceſtor of the ſame Name, 


thay 
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Gen. 12. that Ruled in the Days of Ahram, God plagued be- 
cauſe of Abran's Wife, whom he had taken in Or- 
der, as is ſuppoſed, to make her his owg Wife; 
hereupon he reſtored her to Abram, and we read not 
that he was plagued any more; For the Lord doth 

Lam. 3. not Aﬀutt willingly, nor Grieve the Children of Men 


= > ng ET I —--— 


r 2 
— —— — es — 


2 


3 
— 1 


33. without Cauſe; No, no, it is becauſe of their Tranſ- 
W: Plal. 107. 1 7 X's 
27. greſhon, and becauſe of their Iniguities, that Fools are 
| 


Prov. 1. afflicted; and ſuch Fools are all they that hate Know- 
22, 29. ledge, and do not chooſe the Fear of the Lord. It is 
Ezek. 14. when a Land Sinneth againſt the Lord, by treſpaſ- 
1223. ſing grievouſly, that He ſtretcheth forth his Hand 
upon it, to ſmite it with Famine, Sword, Noiſome 
Beaſt, or Peſtilence, ſo that they may know that He 
hath not done without Cauſe, all that He hath 
done in it. 25 | 
And if He be ſo Juſt and Equal in all his Ways, 
and fo Righteous in all his Dealings with his Crea- 
tures, that he will not bring a Temporal Judgment 
or Calamity upon a Nation or People, until they 
have given him Juſt Cauſe ſo to do; how much 
leſs will he condemn any People or Perſon, and ad- 
judge them ts the Pains of Hell, and Endleſs Miſe- 
ry, until they have given him Juſt Cauſe, by Sin- 
ning grievouſly againſt him, and hardening their 
Iſa. 63. Hearts from his Fear? And the Sin, Hardneſs of 
| Heart, and Impenitency of all that periſh, 1s ac- 
cording to the Will and Pleaſure of the Devil, the 
Old Deceiver and Deſtroyer ; and ſo is abſolutely 
contrary to the Will, Pleaſure, and Decree of the 
Pure and Holy God, who hath no Pleafure therein; j 
but hath declared his Will to be, that all Men might 1 
know the Truth, and be Saved; and accordingly | Ir 
has afforded unto all Men the Means of Salvation, # 
E 
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in that Grace which hath appeared unto all Men for 
the ſame End, namely, To teach us all to deny Un- 
godlineſs, and Worldly Luſts, and to Live Soberly, 
Righteouſiy, and Godly, in this preſent World ; which 
is the only Path of Salvation Revealed of God unto 
Mankind, bat. | : | Bo K 
* They 


—————_— 


Election and Reprobation. 


They that walk in this Path unto the End, ob- 
tain Salvation ; and they that refuſe ſo to hearken 
to the Teachings of this Grace, as to learn of it to 
deny Ungodlineſs and Worldly Luſts, which is the Firſt 
Leſſon it teacheth, my continue in the State of 
Reprobation amongſt the Unrighteous, who ſhall 
not inherit the Kingdom of God ; and perſiſting in 
that State, are hardened through the Deceitfulneſs of 
Sin; which they chooſe to live in, notwithſtandin 
they are called to forſake it; and ſo their Deſtruction 
is of themſelves, and not of God, who commandeth all 


Men every where to Repent, and turn from Iniquity, 


that it may not be their Ruin; as it will certainl 
prove to be, to all thoſe that continue therein, until 
the Day of their Viſitation be over, and the Time 


come, when God ſhall ceaſe to ſtrive with them 


any longer. 


Let us all therefore take Heed, that we reſiſt not 
God in His Strivings with us, as did the Old World 


which cauſed the Lord to ſay, That His Spirit ſhould Gen. 6.2 


not always ſtrive with Man, for that be was Fleſh, i. e. 
was become Sinful Fleſh, or Carnal, and therefere 


God ſpared them not, bat Saved Noah the Ejghth 2 Pet. 25 


Perſon, a Preacher of Righteouſneſs, when he brought 
in the Flood upon that World of the Ungodly : So they 
were deſtroyed becauſe of their Wickedneſs. And 


for the ſame Cauſe, God turning the Cities of Sodom Ver. 6. 
and Gomorrha into Aſhes, Condemned them with an Acts 7.35, 


vert brom; making them an Example unto thoſe that 39,4941, 
- after ſhould live Ungodly. | | 


Iſrael, to whom the Oraclesof God cane; refuſed 
in their Day to hear and obey Moſes, (whom God 


_ ſent to be a Ruler and Deliverer unto them) ſaying 
-unto Aaron, make ws Gods to go before 4s : 


for this Moles, who brought us out of the Land of 


For az 


Egypt, we vote not what w become of him: And they 


made a Calf in thoſe Days, and offered Sacrifice unto 
the Idol, and rejoyced in the Works of their own 


Hands : ThenGod, in His Anger, turned againſt them, 
and gave them up to Worſhip the Hoſt of Heaven, and 


threatne 


42, 43« 


57.1 
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58 Some Conſiderations on 
__—  threatned be would carry them away beyond Babylon; 
which Threatning he afterwards executed upon them. 
The Offspring of 1/rael, in the Apoſtle's Days, con- 
tinued in Rebellion and Stiff Neckedneſs, Which 
made Stephen (ay, Te Stiff: Necked and Uucircumciſed 
in Heart and Eure, ye do always reſiſt the Holy Ghoſt, 
. as your Fathers did 5 do je: And their Unbelief, | 
6 whereby they reſiſtec the Holy Ghoſt. che Apoſtle || 
nom. 11. declares, 7 be tbe Cauſe of their Rejection, as we 
20. have ſaid before, or being Cuft off from being God's 
Deut. 14. People, who were once His Peculiar People, whom He 
Vel. . had Choſen above all the Natjons upon 'the Earth : 
Of which Election Moſes aſſigns two Cauſes, one 
was becauſe the Lord loved them; and as we have 
before ſhewed that He Loveth all Men, ſo this ſet 
them upon a Level with other Nations, and hereby 
they ſtood as fair for his peculiar Choice, as any of- ] 
the Reſt ; the other was, becauſe the Lord would i 
keep the Oath which he had Sworn unto their Fa- f 
thers, namely, to his Faithful Servants, Abraham, | 
Iſaac, and Fecob ; and this ſeems to be that which 0 
gave them the Preference in God's Choice, and here- h 
by they came to be choſen for his peculiar People, © 
before other Nations that were not of the ſame Pe- * 
ſcent; and fo the Apoſtle tells us, That az touching be 
Rom. 11. The Election, they. are beloved for the Father's Sakes ; — 
L 
H 


28 and this he ſpake of them, even. While they were 

Enemies to God, as concerning the Gofpel of his 
Dear Son; Which Thews the Election ſpoken of, to | | 
be National, ſuch as we have before deſcribed, and J be 
in Relation whereunto they are till beloved in fome H 


| Sort; for, as the Apoſtle ſaith, with Special Re- 8 
Ver. 2g. Bard hereunto, The Gifts and Calling of God are wirh- ba 
out Repentance; and he will not utterly forſake bis of 

1 Sam. 12. People Iſrael for His Great Names's Salt; becauſe it as 

* "bath pleaſed him to make then bis People : Therefore wl 

It is not for nothing, that by the Singular Provi- WI 
dence of God, they are preſerved a diſtindt People to ca 


*they are ſcattered, 


* 


this Day, from all other Nations amongſt whom Sal 
- What 
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Election and Reprobation. 


What is this for, unleſs it be to reſerve them un- 
to the Accompliſhment of that Propheſie concern- 

ing them, Thet there ſhall come out of Sion the De- Rom. 11. 

liverer, who ſhall turn away Ungodlineſs from Jacob; 26. 


and ſo all Iſrael, as a Nation, ſhall be Saved: But 


this is not to be expected, until the Fulneſs of the ver. 26. 


Gentiles be come in, of whom all that have been 
Gathered hitherto, are but as the Firſt- Fruits, in 


Compariſon of the Full Harveſt : But when the Nſoun- 19. 2. 2. 
tain If the Lord's Houſe ſhall be ſo Eſtabliſb'd in the 


Top of the Mountains, that all Nations ſhall flow unto 
it, this Glorious Sight will probably ſtir up in the 


Jews that Noble Emulation, which ſhall Spirit them Rom. 11. 
I I,14, 3L 


alſo to flow together to the Glory of the Lord. 


And now what if God, willing to ſhew His Wrath, 
and to make His Power known, endured with much 
Long Suffering the Fewiſh Nation, who, through 


their own Unbelief, and Hardneſs of Heart, were 
22 become as Veſſels of Wrath, fitted to De- 


ruction, that He might make known the Riches 


of His Glory on the Veſſels of Mercy, which He 
had atore prepared unto Glory, by the Operation 


of the Spirit and Word of Faith, unto which they 
were not Diſobedient, but yielded up themſelves to 
be formed thereby, into Veſlels of Honour, meet 


for their Maſter's Uſe ; Does it hence follow, that 
theſe Hardened Unbelieving Jews, who Crucified the 


LoxD Or Groß x, and always Reſiſted the 
HOLY GHosT, were Rejected and Caſt off from 


' being God's People, and given up to Blindneſs and 


Hardneſs of Heart, from an Abſolute Decree in 
God ſo to deal with them, without any Regard 
had to their Unbelief and Diſobedience to the Call 
of GOD, and their Neglect of ſo Great Salvation 
as was offer'd them in the Goſpel of His Dear Son 
who ſpake among them as never Man ſpake, an 

wrought many Mighty. and Marvellous Works, 
calling upon them to believe for the very Work's 
Sake, whereby He declared Himſelf to be the Son 
of God, by the Power of God, ſo wonderfully ſhewed 
En amongſt 


57 


— — — — . 


2 . —— Nam b — en 


—— 


— — OE 


. . EE AA cables. 


- — * 4 - — — 
I - p \ - — * jy © Nr — — — a * WY GY _ * - 
- — —— _ — o — * He * n 4 * ay * — 1 „ 4 re * — py 
op y—_—_ — * I” — "#34 5 - =. : = — * * — — * — 4" Ye * * — * * x Lt rant ew ”, 3 2 — 4 * * „ 
* 3 "+ — — 33 5 * 8 74 — — — 0 gd Ra C >» — 222 - pn _— — — * 
e — . » * . 0 py - . —— — — — _ _ 2 5 I _ * — * * 2 — 4 — — * 
— ä — — = — * — — . i 34 * — — = — IRS * „ ; : — — - _ 
. — — 2 1 — — 1 — 2 * " p „ * * ® we $4 a — * . — = b on 4 — + — 
Minh — —— —— >: p- r bh . . | $0 os 23 2 — " 
* 8 £ = 2 — 3 ” Py m o - 9 
—_ . : — . -4 I — 1 Pn — = >, > ag 2H " * * 1 51 * nals * — w - — — - 22 =” -. — * - — — 2 — + - —_— - . — — — — SY — 
* — Pa ws 2 Cs 
4 2 
. 
. 
* 


Some Can ſiderations on 
amongſt them? No fuch Matter: It is plain tl. ey 
had a Day of Viſitation, which they withſtood, 

and thereupon Chriſt took up this Complaint and 
Lamentation over them, O ſeruſalem, Jeruſalem, 


F Mat. 23. Thou that Killeſt the Prophets, and Stoneſi them which 


are ſent unto thee, how often would I have gathered 
thy Children together, even as a Hen galbereth ber 
Chickens under ber Wings, and ye would net! Be- p ( 
hold, your Houſe is left unto you Deſolate. How | 
plain is it here, that Chriſt, the Sun of Righte- 
ouſneis, who ariſes with Healing under His Wings, 
upon ſuch as Fear God's Name, would have gather- 
ed them under the Wing of His Divine Power, 
where the Healing and Protection is to be met 
with, and they would not be gathered by him; 
and therefore their Houſe was forſaken of His 
Divine Preſence, and left unto them Deſolate. And 
thus the Jews were Rejected of God, becauſe of 
their Unbelief, and Gainſaying God's Witneſs, JÞ. 
whereby he ſtrove with them, to turn them from 
the Power of Satan unto himſelf; and ſo doubtleſs 
it is with all others who are Rejected of God. 
The Way of God's Striving with Man in all 
Ages of the World, hath been by the inward Illu- 
minations, Convictions, Checks, and Reproofs of 
See Prov. His Holy Spirit, as well as outwardly, by the 
9 Diſpenſations of His Providence; and the 
tothe bend great Unhappineſs of all thoſe that have periſhed, 
' hath been, Thar they have ſet at nought all His Re- 
proof, and would have none of His Counſel ; whereby 55 
he hath been provoked to withdraw His Hol) 
Spirit from them; and their Hearts came to be 
hardened from his Fear, and filled by Satan with 
all Unrighteouſneſs ; and out of this corrupt Trea- 
ſury they. brought forth all Manner of icked- 
neſs in their Lives and Converſations ; But all this 
came to paſs, not by the Ordination of God, (tho? 
with his Permitſion) but by the Inſtigation of the 
Devil, and their Compliance therewith, againſt the 
Copnſel of God, the Language whereot was, Turn 


Election and Reprobat ion. 59 
Ye, turn ye at my Reproof, and I will pour out of my 
Spirit unto you, and make known my Words unte you 5 
"and it was the turning away of the Wicked trom 
this Counſel, that flew them, for that they hated 
* and did not chooſe the Fear of the 
) I pray God, that no Man may ſtrive againſt God 
in the Day when He is found ſtriving with him, 
to recover him out of the Snare of the Devil, and 
to ſave his Soul from the Pit of Deſtruction. 
Heavy is that Woe that is denounced unto him 
that ftriveth with his Maker: Let tbe Porſherds Ih, 45.5 
ſtrive with the Potſherds of the Earth; but let them | 
not ſtrive with God, left they feel the Weight of 
his Wrath ; but rather yield unto him, while there 
is Hope of Mercy, and turn unto him in the Day 
of His (iracious Viſitation z who manifeſteth him- 
) ſelf to all Mankind in the Operations, Motions, and 
| Strivings of His Grace and Good Spirit, that he 
might by the Reproofs and Corrections thereof, 
whether Gentle or Severe, according as the State 
of his Creatures requires, and by the Secret Per- | 
ſwaſions, Movings, and Drawings thereof, bring 1Tim.2.4 
all Men to the Knowledee of bis Living Truth un Pal. 51.5. 
their inward Parte, which is a Meaſure of the Gift John 1: 
' of his Son there Revealed, that fo they might be 416. 
Sandified and Saved thereby. e | 
But I know how ready many of yon are, to 
whom I am now ſpeaking, to take up the Words 
of Scripture, and ſay, God hath Choſen us in Him, 
before the Foundation of the World, that we ſhould 
be Holy, and without Blame before him in Love: 
And indeed it were well for you, and us, and all 
that profeſs Faith in CHRIST JESUS, if we 
could give Demonſtration of our Election in Him, 
by walking Holily and Unblameably in Love be- 
fore him Who hath choſen us, which is certainly 
a very high and excellent State, and whoever hath 
attain'd it, muſt be more than a Novice. 
5 1 Chriſt, 
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60 Some Con ſiderat ions on 


Eph. 1. 4. Chriſt, as we ſaid before, is the Ele Seed, 


* * % God bath put bis Spirit upon him, and given him 
E a Covenant of the People, for a Light to the 
Acts 13. Gentiles; and not only ſo, but that he ſhould be 
47. for Salvation to the Ends of the Earth. In him all 
the EleCt of God are Choſen : But in him they 

could not be Choſen while they were out of him; 

and all are out of him until they believe in his 

Divine Power; for it is by Faith that Men come 

to be ingrafted into him, the True Olive-Tree, 

and Living Vine, and to be ſo nearly Related 

to him as the Branches to the Root; from which 

as they abide in him by the ſame Faith, they 

receive that Living Sap, and True Nouriſhment, 
whereby they may, in due Time, become ſo well 
qualified by him in Holineſs, as to be without 

Blame before him, in that Love which 1s the 
fulfilling of the Law; and thereby ſhew forth 

the Fruits and Effects of that Elect Seed and Prin- 

ciple received from him, in whom our Life and 


Ground of Election ſtood, before the Foundation 


of the World. 

For we are not Choſen meerly as we are parti- 
cular Perſons, tbe Natural Branches of the Firſt 
1 Cor. 4. Adam; but as bis Living and Royal Offspriag, be- 
14. 1.18. gotten 4 new in Chriſt Feſus the Second Adam, by 
1 Pet. 1. he Operation of his Qaichning Spirit, Born again 
23. of the incorruptible Seed by the Word of God, and 
2 Theſ. 2, now in due Time Choſen by him, out of the World 
33 and the Corruptions thereof, through the Sanftifica- 
tion of the Spirit, and Belief of the Truth. In which 
Words, the Apoſtle explains how the Elect are 
Choſen to Salvation, naming even the Conditions, 
or Qualifications on which God's Act of Chooſing 
them depends, viz. San#ification of the Spirit, and 

Belief of the Truth : So that this makes clear! 
againſt you, who hold for an Election from all 
Eternity of particular Perſons meerly as ſuch : 
For you were not capable of this Sanctification and 
Faith, before you had Perſonal Beings. Th 
| | exe: 
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Election and Reprobation. 

Therefore my Deſire is, that all Men, both Preſ- 
byterians, Independents, and of all other Denomina- 
tions, may underſtand that their EleQion is not | 
made Abſolutely ſore, neither will be, until they | 
know the Work of Sanctification and Faith tho- | 
roughly wrought in them. Therefore ſeek the Lord In. 55. 6. 
while He may be found, Call upon Him while He is | 
( near, that He may throughly Sanctifie your Spirits, | 
and Redeem you;trom all Unrighteouſneſs: Herein 
will you be Happy as you know this Work of God 

wrought in your Hearts, and if not, then not Happy. 


And this have we Written and Teſtified in the | 
Love of the TRU TH, and in True Love to your | 
e whether you will hear, or whether you will | 

orbear. abs” . 
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BOOKS Prented and Sold by the Alſſuns 
of J. Sowle, at the. Bible in George- 
Yard, in Lombard-Street. 


RUITS of 4 Feen Le Being the Advice 
L of Viliam Penn to his Children; relating to 
their Civil and Religions'Condutt, Written occaſi- 
onally many Years ago, and now made Publick for- 
a General Good. By a Lover of his Memory. Pr. 9 d. 
The (Chriſtian Progreſs of that Ancient Servant 
and Miniſter of Jeſus Chriſt, George Whitebead ; 
Hiſtorically relating his Experience, Miniſtry, Suft- 
ferings, Trials and Service, in Defence of the 
TRUTH, and God's Perſecuted People, com- 
monly called Pxakers : In Four Parts. With a 
Supplement to the ſame. Price 5 s. 6d. | JI 
The Life and Poſthumous Works of Richard 
Claridge, being Memoirs and Manuſcripts relating 
to his Experiences and Progreſs in Religion; his 
Changes in Opinion, and Reaſons for them, with 
Eſſays in Defence of ſeveral Principles and Practices 
of the People call'd Quakers. Price 5 6. 
A Rrief Account of the Life, Convincement, Suf- 
ferings, Labours and Travels, of that Faithful Elder 
and Miniſter of Chriſt Jeſus, Chriſtopher Story, who 
was Convinced of the Bleſſed TRU'TH in the Year 
1672, called into the Work of the Miniſtry in |, 
1677, and Finiſhed his Courſe in 1720.—-A Miniſter |? 
about Forty Three Yeare. . Price 1 s. 
A Colle&ion of the Works of William Penn. In 
Two Volumes. To which is prefixed A Journal of 
his Life. With many Original Letters and Papers 
not before Publiſhed. Price 30 £. 1 
A Legacy, or Widow's Mite, left by Alice Hayes 
to her Children and others. With an Account of 
ſome of her Dying Sayings. Price 6 d. 
Supernatural Influences Neceſſary to Salvation: 
Being a Vindication of the Fourth Propoſition of 
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Bas Lid by the Aigns of ]. Soule. 


Robert Barclays Apology for the True Chriſtian 
Divinity; in Anſwer to Thomas Chubb's Treatile, 
entituled, An Examination of My. Barclay's Princi- 
ples, with Regard to Man's Natural Ability ſince 

the Fall. By Thomas Bewen. Price 6 d. 

Conſiderations touching the Hkelieſt Means to 
remove Hirelings out of the Chureh: Wherein is alſo 
} diſcours'd of Tythes, Church-Fees, Church: Reve- 
nues, and whether any Maintenance of Miniſters can 

be ſettVd by Law. The Author Jahn Milton. Px. 6 d. 
A Collection of nde Books, Epiſtles Pa- 
pers, written by James Nayler, ſome of 1 were 


never before printed. With an Impartial Relati- 
on of the moſt Remarkable Tranſactions of his Life. 

Price Bound 65. 3 ES 
A Serious Call in Chriſtian Love to all People, ta 
turn to the Spirit of Chriſt in themſelves, that they 
may come to have a right Underſtanding of the 
JF \ Things of Gad, and be enabled thereby to Serve 
| Him acceptably : With ſome Obſervations on the 
following Heads; 1. The Univerſality of God's 
Love, in ſending His Son to Dye far all Men. 2. The 
| Holy Scriptures. 3. Worſhip. 4. Baptiſm. 5. The 
| Supper. 6. Perfection. 7. The Reſurrection, By 

Benjamin Holme. Price 6 d, 

Ihbe Spirit of the Martyrs reyiv'd, in a brief com- 
p pendious Colle&ion of the moſt Remarkable Paſſa- 
) ges and Living Teſtimonies of the True Church, 
r Seed of God, and Faithful Martyrs in all Ages. 5 s. 
4 ' Abſolute Predeſtination not Scriptural: Or ſome 
re Queries upon Moctrine which I heard preached to 3 
Feaple called Independents, at Cockermouth in Cymber- 
n . land, viz. That t {art ec and Decree were made 
ff between God and Chriſt from Eternity, concernin 
8 Man's See or Election; and that thaſe 
whom God was pleaſed to make Choice af then, mutt 
: be Shed; Man having no Hand therein. The plain 
i : 


Conſequence of which Doctrine is, That thoſe. 


0 T 
who were not op (Fg cannat bee 
va epropq dien, 
| er 8 | 


ved; but by an Abſolute Degree 0 


Books Sold bythe Aſſigns of J. Sowle. 
or Non-Elettion, muſt unavoidably periſh, notwith- | 
{ſtanding all that Chriſt had done and ſuffer'd, and © © 
is doing by His Grace and Holy Spirit for the Salva- | 
tion of Mankind. By J. Faron. Price 3d, © 
The Neceſſity. of immediate Revelation, towards 
„the Foundation and Ground of True Faith, proved: | 
And the Goſpel, its True Miniſters, and their Chriſ- &«; 
| tian Writings, eſpecially R. Barclays Apology, Sc. } 
mY Vindicated: In Anſwer to the Park Attemprs of 
Bae Thomas %:nnet, againſt them; in his Nine Firſt 
Chapiggs ol !:i4-pretended Confutation of 2aakeriſm. 
By benjamin Lindley, Price 1 s. 64. 5 
aA Four Treatiſes of Thomas Lawſon Deceaſed : The 
TDirſt a Mite into the Treaſury; being a Word to 
the Artiſts, eſpecially Heptatechniſts, the Profeſſors 
of the Seven Liberal Arts: Shewing what is therein 
owned by the People called Duakers, and what de- 
nied by them, &c, The Second, A Treatiſe rela- 
ting to the Call, Work and Wages of the Miniſters #” 
of Chriſt; and of Antichriſt ; wherein a Teſtimony 
s born for the Former, and againſt the Latter. With 
. __ . Teveral other Things, Third, Dagons Fall before 
the Ark, written primarily, as a"Teſtimony for the 
Lord, His Wiſdom, Creation, Products of His. 
Power, Uſeful and Neceſfary Knowledge, Capaci- 
tating People for the Concerns of this Life. Secon- 
darily, As a Teſtimony againſt the Old Serpent, his 
- Fookſhneſs with God, his Arts, Inventions, Conte- 
dies, or Interludes, Tragedies, Laſcivious Poems, 
Frivilous Fables, ſpoiling Philbſo y taught in % 
Chriſtian Schools, wherein as in a Graſs, T&cher 
in Schools and Colleges may fee their Concern, - 
neither Chriſtian , nor Warrantable. Fourth , 
Bart pearyia 3 Or a Treatiſe concerning Baptiſins. 
Whereunto is added,” a Diſcourſe concerning the 
Sup er, Bread and Wine, called alſo Commanion. 
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By Thomas Lawſoz, Price 3 7. 


N. here alſo may be had Bibles, Ti aments, Concordan- ot 
ber, Spelling-Books, Primers, Blorn-Books, N. Titing — 
Paper, Account - Books, Marriage Certificates Stamp dy | 
Kc. With other Stationary Ware, 
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